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Rising environmental and social concerns
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Data centres are 
essential 
infrastructure for 
the digital economy.

But their expansion 
is driven by an 
increasing demand 
for power – often 
dedicated to tasks 
of questionable 
necessity or low 
societal value.

AI exacerbates this.
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EU policies to build on as part of a 
coherent vision on data centres
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✓ Focus on more than

just efficiency

✓ Prioritise

transparency

✓ Adopt sufficiency 

principles

✓ Give society a

choice
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Energy consumption – current situation

Figures: Overview of various estimates and scenarios for energy consumption in European data centres.

Source: (EDNA, Technology collaboration programme by IEA, 2025; European Commission, 2020).
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- The Shift Project



Anticipating the energy and climate 
consequences of our choices

• Connections approved will have a full capacity ~ 10 years later
• Rising power system strains 
• Conflict of use with regard to the electrification of key sectors 

(transport, heating, hydrogen, etc.)
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