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interaction between 
ecodesign legislation and 
standards 



50 implementing measures in 
place, directly applicable internal 
market provisions, including

• 43 Commission Regulations

• Tyre labelling Regulation 
(Council and EP act)

• 2 Voluntary Agreements

31 product groups (+horizontal 
“standby”)

• ≈ 3 billion products in scope 
sold in 2020

• Consume ≈ 50% EU final 
energy

Ecodesign & Energy labelling - scope



• Lighting: 22 standards

• Local space heaters (electric, solid fuel, 
gas): 17 standards

• Space and water heaters: 25 standards

• Air heating and cooling products: 5 
standards

• Refrigerating appliances: 2 standards 
recently cited in the OJ and more 
coming

• Several standardisation requests 
scheduled for 2025

Standardisation work on ecodesign



• Presumption of conformity  with 
essential requirements (harmonised 
standards)

• Common specifications in benefit of the 
industry (interoperability, reduction of 
costs) 

• Support innovation by underpinning 
legislative requirements

Benefits of standards



• Are standards drafted by CEN-CENELEC 
following a mandate (standardisation 
request) of the European Commission

• When cited in the OJ, harmonised 
standards provide presumption of 
conformity with the essential 
requirements of essential requirements 
of the ecodesign and energy labelling 
legislation

• Their application is voluntary

Harmonised standards



1) Commission issues standardisation 
request (Implementing Decision)

2) CEN-CENELEC drafts and adopts 
standard

3) Commission decides: citing 
(Implementing Decision) or rejecting 
(letter to CEN-CENELEC)

Sequence legal framework – 
standardisation work



New approach: strengthened role of the 
Commission

• Standardisation requests (mandates) w/o 
deadline vs standardisation requests with 
specific deadlines

• Citation: Commission Communication vs 
Commission Implementing Decision

• Date of cessation of previous standards: 
set by CEN-CENELEC vs set in the 
Commission Implementing Decision

• Transitional methods: Commission 
Communication vs EU Regulations

Citation: ‘Old’ vs ‘new’ approach



Note 1: Generally the date of cessation of presumption 
of conformity will be the date of withdrawal (‘dow’), set 
by the European standardisation organization…







• Commission assessment

• Almost all standards rejected for citation

• Better coordination Commission-CEN/CENELEC
➢ Regular coordination meetings

➢ Direct contact with working groups

➢ Strengthened revision of standards before formal vote

• Win-win
➢ Industry: uniform specifications for conformity 

assessment

➢ MSAs: uniform specifications verification of conformity

➢ CEN-CENELEC: efficient use of resources

➢ Commission: effectiveness in achieving the 
environmental targets 

Good cooperation gives good results



• Balance the representativeness of 
industry in TCs

• Provide alternative points of view

• Provide advice to EC and MS on EU 
standardisation activities

Role of Annex III organisations



Thank you
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