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To: 

Mr Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal 

Mr Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice-President for An Economy that Works for People 

Ms Mairead McGuinness, Commissioner for Financial Services 

Ms Kadri Simson, Commissioner for Energy 

Brussels, March 22nd 2021 

 

For a science-based taxonomy – The case of hydrogen 

Dear Vice-President Timmermans; dear Vice-President Dombrovskis; dear Commissioner Ms 
McGuinness, dear Commissioner Ms Simson, 

With the adoption of the Taxonomy Regulation last year, the EU has committed to make market actors 
and financiers transparent about their environmental performance. This is absolutely needed, and we 
support this crucial endeavour. 

For two years, NGOs have been calling for a science-based taxonomy. Yet, the current draft delegated 
act on the climate taxonomy fails to align with science on hydrogen-related activities: it intends to label 
as 'sustainable' any investment into energy infrastructure made hydrogen- or low carbon gas-ready. 
Furthermore, the gas industry has been calling to weaken the Taxonomy hydrogen production threshold 
to make it easier to use fossil fuel-generated electricity or hydrogen made from steam methane 
reformation (SMR). 

We are concerned about these proposals and urge the European Commission to amend the draft 
according to the following considerations: 

• At present, over 95% of all hydrogen produced comes from fossil fuels such as fossil gas and coal. 
There is no role for these fossil fuels in the carbon neutral economy that the EU taxonomy is promoting. 
As a principle, the taxonomy should only support renewable hydrogen, be it in its production or its 
distribution. Therefore, only renewable hydrogen infrastructure investments should be taxonomy 
aligned. Furthemore, the electricity used in the hydrogen production process should come from 
additional renewable sources.  

•  “Low carbon gases” have no legal definition. In the absence of a clear meaning, the concept risks 
opening loopholes in the taxonomy. It must be deleted, in particular if this encompasses gases based 
on fossil energy sources. 

• The possible blending of hydrogen with fossil gas needs to be excluded. Blending requires a 
continuous supply of fossil gas. This would therefore maintain Europe’s import dependency to an 
energy source that massively contributes to global methane emissions. This energy source must be 
phased out by 2035 in order for the EU to do its fair share of achieving the 1.5°C objective of the Paris 
Agreement. Besides, sectors such as energy intensive industry and long distance transport, which we 
identify as key sectors for the supply of hydrogen due to the lack of other alternatives, would not 
benefit from blending as they need pure hydrogen. 

 We remain at your disposal for any further assistance.  



Yours sincerely, 

Signatories: 

CEE Bankwatch Network, Petr Hlobil, Campaign Director 

ClientEarth, Maria Kleis-Walravens, Head of Energy Systems and State Aid 

Climate Action Network Europe, Wendel Trio, Director 

ECOS, Justin Wilkes, Executive Director 

EEB, Jeremy Wates, Secretary General 

Food & Water Action Europe, Frida Kieninger, Gas Campaigner 

Friends of the Earth Europe, Colin Roche, Programme Coordinator - Climate Justice and Energy 

Global Witness, Dominic Eagleton, Senior Campaigner 

Greenpeace European Unit, Magda Stoczkiewicz, Programme Director  

Reclaim Finance, Paul Schreiber, Campaigner 

Zero Waste Europe, Janek Vahk, Climate, Energy and Air Pollution Coordinator 


