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About ECOS
ECOS is an international NGO with a network
of members and experts advocating for
environmentally friendly technical standards,
policies and laws.
We ensure the environmental voice is heard when these standards and
policies are developed, and drive change by providing expertise to policymakers
and industry players, leading to the implementation of strong environmental
principles. With 20 years of experience and a strong network of 50 members
and over 50 experts, our role in these processes is highly valued and widely
recognised.
Our successes consistently impact standards and laws, promoting a clean
transition to a circular economy and combatting climate change. We also
work towards a more inclusive and transparent standardisation system,
internationally and at the European and national levels.
In addition, we are part of a number of impactful alliances and campaigns,
such as the Rethink Plastics alliance, Coolproducts, Right to Repair, the Cool
Coalition, Platform for Electro-mobility, Coalition for Energy Savings, and
the One Planet Network, where we cooperate with other NGOs, progressive

A few words from Justin Wilkes, our Executive Director
2020 was a year like no other. The pandemic forced thousands of
organisations, including ECOS, to switch to remote work for most of the
year. But COVID-19 was not the only problem we faced last year. While
people focused on the disruption in their daily lives, the planet had its
warmest year on record.
With governments concentrating on weathering the storm, it was crucial
for the environmental organisations to remind policymakers and
standardisers that climate crisis was not going away. Through the turmoil,
we kept advocating for a green recovery with ambitious policies and
robust standards at the heart of any economic stimulus following the
COVID-19 pandemic.
I am proud that ECOS – its staff, experts, and members – remained united
and motivated throughout 2020, making it a very successful year. Our
calls to extend the scope of the Ecodesign Directive were finally heard;
we raised the ambition of a new set of material efficiency standards for
appliances and ICT; and positioned ECOS on the built environment map
with a series of valuable publications and a highly successful event.
What is more, we kept growing steadily as an organisation – welcoming
new members, reaching 19 staff, expanding our focus on key environmental
topics, and most importantly increasing our impact.

companies, and researchers, advocating for a greener future for all. We are

In 2021, we will of course continue to

also a member of the Green Electronics Council’s EPEAT Advisory Council.

defend our planet, with the invaluable

We cooperate with the United Nations and with the EU institutions,
particularly as a member of the European Commission’s Ecodesign
and Energy Labelling Consultation Forum, the European Commission’s
Platform for Sustainable Finance, and as an observer on the Committee

support of our members, experts
and partners, all of whom greatly
contributed to making 2020 a success.
Thank you !

on Standards.
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2020 in numbers

19

55

+15

+5

publications

EVENTS

8

+20

+2

100+

experts

16

COMMENTS
120 on
standards

STAFF

+1

TECHNICAL
Committees

11

International
CAMPAIGNS

 Rethink Plastic alliance & Break Free From Plastic
Coolproducts Campaign
Right to Repair
One Planet Network
 Coalition for Energy Savings
European Social Civil Coalition for Fair & Sustainable Textiles
 The Cool Coalition
 Platform for electro-mobility
 Flame Retardant Free Furniture Alliance
 Wardrobe Change

2850
followers

+450

150+

Working Groups

Financial Times

ENDS Europe
BBC World

Open Democracy

RTP

50
MEMBERS

POLITICO

EURACTIV

Público.es

+42

110

PRESS
mentions

2300

+850

followers
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FEBRUARY
Long live the machine! – in a webinar and report, we explain how EU regulations
could make computers more durable and repairable, and avoid a mountain of
e-waste

MARCH
COVID-19 virus spreads across the world. As for many organisations, also for us
teleworking becomes the norm overnight but we swiftly adapt to the ‘new normal’

APRIL
We join 65 civil society groups in launching the Fair & Sustainable Textiles strategy,
calling on leaders to seek comprehensive solutions to the environmental impacts of
textiles

MAY
With sales of electric vehicle surging, robust battery standards can be a matter of life
and death for the planet. In a dedicated webinar, we explore how standards can make
batteries more sustainable

JUNE
 Together with Coolproducts, we ask policymakers to ‘(heat)wave goodbye to portable
air conditioners’
 ECOS Members meet for our General Assembly. For the first time, it takes place online
 We join the One Planet Network, formed to help meet the Sustainable Development
goal of Sustainable Consumption and Production
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SEPTEMBER
Our online Annual Conference, accompanied by a series of publications,
debates whether the EU can fix the environmental impact of construction
and energy-intensive industries

OCTOBER
 We celebrate World Standards Day launching an animated video where we
explain our work and how standards impact the environment
 Our training session on the environment and standards brings together our
members and experts for an interactive event online
 We join the newly created European Commission’s Platform on Sustainable
Finance. It gathers 50 members, selected from over 500 applications

DECEMBER
 In a Coolproducts webinar, we explore the best solutions to decarbonise
heating
 Together with our Belgian member Repair & Share, we host an online
workshop on how NGOs can act for better standards, taking a close look at
repair in Belgium
 We join the Cool Coalition, a UN-backed global network committed to cutting
emissions from cooling appliances
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Success Highlights

1

3

What is our impact? Take a look at a few highlights of our recent successes and learn how we made a difference.

2

ECODESIGN AS A TOOL
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGE

ECOS WINS FIGHT TO KEEP THE
AMBITION OF THE ECODESIGN
RULES – AGAIN

ENVIRONMENTALLY
SUSTAINABLE BY DESIGN –
THANKS TO NEW STANDARDS

The European Union has an environmental policy
with a proven track record of success – ecodesign.
For years now, we have been asking policymakers
to apply the same principles to all types of
products, and deliver equally encouraging results.
In 2020, the Commission finally announced it
intends to use ecodesign to cover more sectors
such as construction, furniture and textiles.

Some saw in the 2020 worldwide crisis an excuse to
call for a delay in the application of environmental
policies. Industry asked the European Commission
to put off the entry into force of certain new
ecodesign and energy labelling requirements,
drafted to make household appliances more
repairable and energy-efficient. Together with
the Coolproducts and Right to Repair campaign
partners, we called on the EU to reject the
postponement of environmental provisions.
Luckily, our call was heard, and the European
Commission did not buckle to the pressure.

2020 saw the publication of the EN 4555X standard
series. A culmination of several years’ worth of our
efforts, the standards will support the introduction
of ecodesign requirements on material efficiency
aspects such as recyclability, repairability or
durability for a number of products. Our fridges,
dishwashers and washing machines will not only
last longer, but they will also be easier to repair
and dispose of.

What difference did we make?
	
We were among the first to propose extending
the use of ecodesign to more sectors, and beyond
energy efficiency of home appliances.
	
We have tirelessly raised awareness on the importance
of ecodesign, and explained its intricacies. As a result,
more and more stakeholders echo our approach in
their messages.
	
Together, we have created momentum for the EU
to apply the ecodesign principles beyond energy
efficiency and to more sectors.

What difference did we make?
	
In April, our quick analysis of industry’s claims showed
that they were mostly unsubstantiated.
	
Thanks to our letter the European Commission had all
the necessary arguments to rebuke the industry’s call.
	
In November, we successfully pressured the Commission
and Member States not to lower the ambition of the
already approved ecodesign rules.

Read the full story
Read the full story

What difference did we make?
	We were the only organisation consistently promoting
the environment in the process of drafting these
standards.
	We worked to develop robust test method standards,
difficult to circumvent.
	We made sure the adopted methods would not lead
to greenwashing and false claims. For instance in
the case of calculating recycled content, we successfully
pushed for post-consumer recycled material to be
considered separately, as pre-consumer waste does
not foster a circular economy.
Read the full story
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BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS
TO LOWER-CARBON CEMENTS
Thanks to our work, new buildings are now more
likely to be made with low-carbon cements.
We pushed for an environmentally ambitious
addition to the obsolete standard EN 197-1, which
defines cement composition. The newly added
supplementary standard EN 197-5 includes
specifications for lower-carbon cements, set to
be a driving force for increased demand for
greener alternatives.
What difference did we make?
	
We created pressure and momentum to update the
EN 197-1 standard and co-drafted the complementary
EN 197-5, which includes lower-carbon cements.
	
We helped drive constructive dialogue on functional
suitability, and superior environmental performance of
greener, low-carbon cements and alternative binders.

Read the full story
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NO SUCH THING AS
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY
PLASTIC
Biodegradable plastics are still plastics – they are
intended for short-lived use and often stay in
the environment for a very long time before they
degrade. After years of raising awareness about
this simple truth, we managed to convince the
European Commission to finally say it: producing
plastics with biodegradability properties is not
a solution to littering and pollution.
What difference did we make?
	
Over the last years, we have busted the myths
around biodegradable plastics, shedding light
on this complicated issue for policymakers and
other NGOs.
	
Thanks to our work and the impact of the Rethink
Plastic alliance, the Single-Use Plastics Directive
treats biodegradable plastic the same as any other
kind of plastic.
	
Our advocacy work is resonating in other legal
restrictions: the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
toughened up the restrictions for biodegradable
plastics.

Read the full story
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Publications

Electric vehicles, cleaner heating, standards that work for the environment... In 2020, we made sure decision
makers had a healthy supply of quality analysis and recommendations. Here are some of the highlights:

STANDARDS FOR
THE PLANET
	
Position paper
	
infographic

and
: Standards in the time of the

European Green Deal – How Standards Can Support
the Environment

ECODESIGN & ENERGY
LABELLING

BATTERIES, ENERGY &
ELECTRO-MOBILITY

Report: Five Years Left – How ecodesign and energy

Report: Moving Up A Gear - ECOS Vision of Clean

labelling can decarbonise heating

and Smart Mobility Supported By Environmentally

&

infographic

Ambitious Standards

Report: One charger to fit them all: Using Ecodesign

Report: The Positive Side of Batteries: The Role of

To Deliver An Ambitious Common Charger Initiative

Standards in Supporting Sustainability

report

& infographic

Requirements For Batteries

Position paper: A common energy label and natural

Briefing: Electric Vehicle Smart Charging: The Key

refrigerants for all air conditioning systems

to A Renewable and Stable Grid

Report: Long Live the Machine: How ecodesign &

Briefing: Success Guaranteed? The Challenges

energy labelling can prevent premature obsolescence

of Guarantees of Origin For Certified Renewable

of laptops

& infographic

Hydrogen
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Publications

CONSTRUCTION
Report: From Barrier to Enabler - Towards a Greener

FACTSHEETS
Spotlight on electronic waste

EU Construction Products Policy
Spotlight on cement & concrete
Report: Building Our Green Future - Standards to
Support Decarbonising Energy-Intensive Industries

Spotlight on textiles
Spotlight on plastic pellets
Spotlight on hydrogen
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Our People
SECRETARIAT
Executive Management Team
Justin Wilkes
Executive Director
Chloé Fayole
Programme & Strategy
Director
Rianne Franken
Operations Director

Nerea Ruiz Fuente
Policy Director

Energy & Climate Change Team
coordinated by Nerea Ruiz Fuente

Circular Economy Team
coordinated by Chloé Fayole

Luka de Bruyckere
Programme Manager

Valeria Botta
Programme Manager

Ernestas Oldyrevas
Programme Manager

Mathilde Crêpy
Senior Programme
Manager

Samy Porteron
Programme Manager

Fanny Rateau
Programme Manager

Operations Team

coordinated by Rianne Franken

Rita Tedesco
Programme Manager

Michael Neaves
Programme Manager

Cristina Mariniuc
HR & Administration
Officer

Mélissa Zill
Programme Manager

Ioana Popescu
Senior Programme
Manager

Patrick Mihalaras
Finance & Grants
Manager

Communications Team
Kasia Koniecka
Head of Communications

Ivo Cabral
Communications Officer
Pia Cencig
Membership &
Communications
Officer

EXECUTIVE COMMITEE
Greg Archer – Transport &
Environment, President
Emilie Carmichael – Energy Saving
Trust, Vice President
Gianmarco Santirocco – Individual
capacity, Treasurer

Robert Brett – Individual capacity
Francisco Ferreira – ZERO
Meletis Fouskaris – ECOCITY

Marion Hasper – Bund für Umwelt
und Naturschutz Deutschland
(BUND)/German environmental
NGOs coordination network for
standardisation (KNU)
Patrick ten Brink – The European
Environmental Bureau
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Our members
NATIONAL MEMBER ORGANISATIONS
Austria

•	Women in Europe for a Common Future
(WECF-France)

Netherlands

•	Global 2000

•	CLER – French Energy Transition
Network

•	Leefmilieu

•	Umweltdachverband

Belgium

•	Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen
(BBLV)
•	Inter-Environnement Wallonie (IEW)
•	RepairTogether
• Repair & Share

Bulgaria

•	Institute for Ecological Modernisation
(IEM)

Croatia

•	DOOR - Society for Sustainable
Development Design

Czech Republic

•	Zelený Kruh (Green Circle)

Cyprus

•	Terra Cypria – The Cyprus Conservation
Foundation

Denmark

•	The Danish Society for Nature
Conservation (DN)

•	Ethikis

Germany

•	Bund für Umwelt und Naturschutz
Deutschland (BUND)
•	Bundesverband Bürgerinitiativen
Umweltschutz (BBU)
•	Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR)
•	Nature Friends Germany (NaturFreunde
Deutschlands)
•	Deutsche Umwelthilfe

Greece

•	Ecocity Greece

Hungary

•	Clean Air Action Group (CAAG)

Italy

•	Legambiente

Latvia

•	Friends of the Earth Latvia (Zemes Draugi)

Lithuania

•	Green Transition Denmark

•	Žiedinė ekonomika

France

Luxembourg

•	France Nature Environnement
•	Halte à l’Obsolescence Programmée
(HOP)
•	Zero Waste France

•	The Luxembourg Ecological Center
(Oekozenter Lëtzebuerg)

•	Stichting Natuur en Milieu (SNM)

Norway

•	BELLONA Norway

Poland

•	Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency
(FEWE)
•	ClientEarth Poland

PAN-EUROPEAN
MEMBERS
• Bellona Europe
• European Environmental
Bureau (EEB)
• F riends of the Earth Europe
(FoEE)

Portugal

• H
 ealth Care Without Harm
Europe (HCWH)

Slovakia

• H
 ealth & Environment Alliance
(HEAL)

Spain

• E
 uropean umbrella for social
enterprises with activities
in reuse, repair and recycling
(RREUSE)

•	ZERO

•	Repairably
•	ECODES

Sweden

•	The Swedish Society for Nature
Conservation (SCNC/SNF)

Switzerland

•	WWF Switzerland

United Kingdom

•	Energy Saving Trust (EST)

• E
 uropean Federation for
Transport & Environment (T&E)
• W
 WF – European Policy Office
(WWF-EPO)
• Zero Waste Europe (ZWE)

•	UK Sustainability Network for
Standardisation

USA

•	Green Science Policy Institute

Malta

•	Bird Life Malta
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Financial Overview
INCOME

EXPENDITURE

2,1 million €

2,1 million €

Foundations

European
Commission
& EFTA

Personnel

49

61

%

%

42

28

%

1

8

%

Membership fees

%

H2020 & LIFE

TOTAL
ANNUAL
INCOME

2017
2018
2019
2020

Activities

%

10

1

%

%

Office &
administration

Reserves

1,4

M

1,7

M

2

M

2,1

M
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ECOS

The green line to standards

Where to find us?
ECOS

Tel: +32 (0)2 894 46 68

@ECOS_Standard

Mundo-B, Rue d’Edimbourg 26

info@ecostandard.org

1050 Brussels, Belgium

www.ecostandard.org

ECOS-EU
February 2021

ECOS is co-funded by the European
Commission and the European Free
Trade Association

