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The e-problem
We are surrounded by electrical and electronic equipment (EEE), be it lamps, computers, TVs, fridges or mobile phones.  
The famous ‘crossed-out bin’ symbol on the back of an appliance means that once its life is over, it will be classified as e-waste 
(or WEEE) and should be discarded separately.  

EEE contains hazardous materials and chemicals, which pose major environmental and health risks if not managed properly.  
In addition, e-waste is dangerous for our climate: half of all retired freezers and fridges still hold hazardous refrigerants and 
blowing agents, which destroy the ozone layer and accelerate global warming when released into the environment.

Electrical and electronic appliances also contain valuable resources such as precious metals and critical raw materials.  
To stimulate the reuse of those components, the WEEE Directive sets targets for collection, recycling and recovery for all EEEs. 
Unfortunately, today’s collection and recycling rates are still far from reaching the EU goals of up to 80%. 

To make matters worse, every year 2 million tonnes of e-waste are illegally shipped outside of the EU. 

Every year we generate 
over 10 million tonnes 
of e-waste in Europe ‒ 
it is one of our fastest 
growing waste streams. 
Only about half of the 
discarded appliances 
are collected, and just 
40% are recycled ‒ far 
from the EU targets.

IN AN IDEAL WORLD…
Electrical and electronic equipment is designed to be circular 
and easy to repair. It is also free from substances of concern. 

All discarded electronics are recovered, safely and carefully 
collected, transported and stored to ensure they are fit for 
a second life (and third, and fourth). Devices not suited for 
reuse are treated in Europe, easily disassembled and their 
valuable resources, such as critical raw materials, are safely 
and efficiently recovered for new products. 

ECOS WORKS TO…
•  Make sure electronic and electrical equipment is, 

by design, reparable, durable, upgradeable and 
recyclable, as well as toxic-free;

•  Ensure the EU develops ambitious requirements for 
environmentally safe collection, logistics, preparation 
for reuse, treatment, and recycling of e-waste; 

•  Advocate for a reinforced EU Waste Shipment Regulation, 
fully aligned with the Basel Convention.

SPOTLIGHT ON
ELECTRONIC WASTE
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ECOS is the only environmental organisation 
worldwide specialised in standardisation.
We are an international network of members sharing a vision of a clean and healthy environment where 
people live in respect of the planet and its natural resources, preserving them for future generations.  
ECOS aims to influence the development of ambitious standardisation, legislation and political strategies  
to promote the transition to a clean and circular economy that respects planetary boundaries. 

ECOS promotes and defends environmental interests in the development of standards at European and 
international level, as well as in the development of technical environmental product policies.  
Thanks to nearly 20 years of experience and a strong network of members and experts, our role in these 
processes is highly valued and widely recognised.

Where to find us?
ECOS
Mundo-B, rue d’Edimbourg 26
1050 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +32 (0)2 894 46 68
info@ecostandard.org
www.ecostandard.org
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The green line to standards

ECOS is co-funded by the European 
Commission and the European Free 
Trade Association
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