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About ECOS
ECOS is the only environmental organisation
worldwide specialised in standardisation.
We are an international network of members sharing a vision of a clean
and healthy environment where people live in respect of the planet
and its natural resources, preserving them for future generations. ECOS
aims to influence the development of ambitious standardisation,
legislation and political strategies to promote the transition to a clean
and circular economy that respects planetary boundaries, as well as to
combat climate change.
ECOS promotes and defends environmental interests in key political and
legislative processes, and the development of standards for products and
services. Thanks to nearly 20 years of experience and a strong network
of members and experts, our role in these processes is highly valued and
widely recognised.
We cover a wide range of areas, from climate change, clean energy systems
and transport, ecodesign and material efficiency, to circular economy, plastics,
waste, bioeconomy and environmental finance.
ECOS is officially recognised in the EU as one of the four organisations whose
work must be supported to ensure standards better serve society and
that the European Standardisation System is more legitimate. We closely

A few words from Justin Wilkes, our Executive Director
In 2019, ECOS not only delivered on its objectives, but also continued to grow.
Thanks to a committed team, members, external experts, and support
from funders, we were able to expand our work to new policy areas and
campaigns. We won the fight for new laws to make several products easier
to repair and more energy efficient, under the banner of the Coolproducts
campaign, and helped launch the European Right to Repair campaign.
We also immersed ourselves in our work tackling plastic pollution, as part
of the Rethink Plastic alliance.
Our successes helped shape standards and laws promoting a clean
transition to a circular economy and combatting climate change.
We worked towards a more inclusive and transparent standardisation
system, particularly at the international level.
We were also thrilled to welcome four new members to our network, at the
same time reviewing and improving
the services we provide to members.
We are already building on last year’s
achievements and hope you will
support us as we seek to make 2020
an even more successful year.

cooperate with the European standardisation organisations (CEN, CENELEC
and ETSI), and the international standardisation organisations ISO & IEC.

2

ANNUAL REVIEW 2019

2019 in numbers

experts
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publications

1
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Rethink Plastic alliance
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 Platform for Electromobility

6

2400
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ENDS Europe
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2019 Timeline
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FEBRUARY
We celebrate the successful conclusion of the H2020 INTAS project with
a conference outlining the next steps policy makers need to take to ensure
a successful market surveillance of ecodesign

MARCH
Justin Wilkes becomes our new Executive Director

APRIL
We take part in a national workshop in Cyprus, organised within the ENgage
project, aiming at enhancing the participation of environmental NGOs in
standardisation

APRIL
Our Programme & Strategy Director Chloé Fayole joins the Steering Committee
of The Coalition for Energy Savings, striving to make energy efficiency the driving
force towards a secure, sustainable and competitive European Union

MAY
We launch our new website, featuring not only attractive design but also new
content

JUNE
Members meet in Brussels for our General Assembly
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2019 Timeline
JUNE
Our annual conference “Plastic in a Circular Economy: Rethink, Reduce,
Redesign!”

and the accompanying report

put applying

ecodesign principle to plastic products firmly on the policy agenda

JUNE
We go to North Macedonia to speak at the ENgage national workshop, which
focuses on air quality monitoring using standards

SEPTEMBER
We help launch the European Right to Repair campaign

OCTOBER
Members and experts meet in Brussels for an interactive training session
on the environment and standards

NOVEMBER
Our Policy Director Christoforos Spiliotopoulos joins the Advisory Council
of the Green Electronic Council’s EPEAT, an ecolabel with a global outreach
focusing on IT products

DECEMBER
Together with our Greek Member ECOCITY, we organise a workshop on the
circular economy and standards in Athens
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Success Highlights

What is our impact? Take a look at a few highlights of our recent successes and learn how we made a difference,
or go here for more details.

1

BETTER PRODUCTS
FOR A GREENER EUROPE
Thanks to ECOS, in October 2019 the EU adopted
new laws which will make household products
easier to repair and more energy efficient, saving
people money as well as reducing pollution.
What difference did we make?
	
Our technical input at every stage of the process,
and for all products, was vital for raising the
environmental ambition;
	
Our swift reaction and media reach saved the
Ecodesign Package of measures at times when its
progress was threatened;
	
We convinced Member States to strengthen the
ambitious repairability provisions;
	
We explained the Package to a wide audience, and
raised awareness on its importance.
Read the full story

3

REDUCE, REUSE, REDESIGN
– WHAT PLACE FOR PLASTIC
IN A CIRCULAR ECONOMY?

FIGHTING HAMMER AND
TONGS FOR… A UNIVERSAL
RIGHT TO REPAIR!

In 2019, our work put integrating ecodesign
principles to limiting plastic pollution firmly
on the agenda.

From campaigns to the development of
standards, in 2019 we put all our tools to use
in order to make sure repair has the place it
deserves on the EU agenda.

What difference did we make?

2

	
We published an influential report, showing policy
makers and industry players how to apply ecodesign

What difference did we make?
	
We led the development of an ambitious European

principles to plastic products, with the European

standard, a first that will help design repairable,

Commission welcoming the report and publicly

reusable and upgradable products;

committing to exploring the potential of ecodesign
for plastic;
	
We fought (and won!) for the inclusion of abrasion
information on the tyre label, so that consumers
can make an informed choice on microplastics shed
by the tyres they buy;
	
We worked with the Rethink Plastic alliance on
a number of initiatives aiming at tackling plastics

	
We secured the repairability requirements in the
new ecodesign laws for a number of products,
including fridges, displays and washing machines;
	
We co-founded the growing European Right to
Repair campaign.
Read the full story

pollution.
Read the full story
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Success Highlights
WARMING THE MARKET UP
FOR NATURAL REFRIGERANTS

4

In 2019, we successfully pushed for the
commercial refrigeration standard which
paves the way for natural refrigerants.
What difference did we make?

	
We successfully campaigned for national standard
bodies to vote in favour of a standard which works
for the environment;
	
When the vote was lost, we insisted on a fair and
transparent recount of the IEC vote, which changed
the final result from negative to positive, leading to
the publication of the standard.
Read the full story
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5

THE PROBLEM OF
CIRCUMVENTION – TIME TO
STOP GOING AROUND IT

The focus on circumvention in 2019, both from
the regulatory and standardisation point of
view, is the result of years of our work drawing
attention to the need to effectively address
this issue.
What difference did we make?
	
We contributed to putting circumvention on the
policy and standardisation agendas;
	
We ensured anti-circumvention provisions were
included in the new ecodesign laws passed in 2019;
	
In cooperation with our partners, we are developing
a first-ever comprehensive definition of
circumvention for legislators to use.

Read the full story
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Publications

From technical discussion papers to simple infographics, 2019 brought a number of quality publications
on a great variety of topics. Let’s look at some highlights:

PLASTICS

CIRCULAR
ECONOMY

ECODESIGN &
ENERGY LABELLING

REFRIGERANTS
Call to action: IEC 60335-2-89

Report: For Better Not Worse:

Position: Evaluating the Circular

Position: Stricter regulations

Applying Ecodesign Principles to

Economy Action Plan: where

are needed for electric heaters

Plastics in the Circular Economy

does the EU really stand?

Discussion paper: The Next

Worse: Applying Ecodesign

Circular Economy Action Plan:

Principles to Plastics in the

Priority Measures for the

Circular Economy

European Commission

Factsheet: Spotlight on

Discussion paper: Review of

biodegradable plastics

the CENELEC Standards on

quantities of climate-friendly
alternatives in commercial

Infographic: The ugly truth
Infographic: For Better Not

standard: Allowing larger

about electric heaters
Briefing: Ecodesign & Energy

refrigeration
Factsheet: Spotlight on
refrigerants

Labelling Package – All You
Need To Know

Collection & Treatment of WEEE

Infographic: The Energy Label
Should Go Circular
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Our People
SECRETARIAT
Executive Management Team

Energy & Climate Change Team

Circular Economy Team

Justin Wilkes
Executive Director

Ernestas Oldyrevas
Programme Manager

Mathilde Crêpy
Programme Manager

Chloé Fayole
Programme & Strategy
Director

Nerea Ruiz Fuente
Programme Manager

Doreen Fedrigo
Head of Circular
Economy Policy

Rianne Franken
Operations Director
Christoforos
Spiliotopoulos
Policy Director

Rita Tedesco
Programme Manager

Mélissa Zill
Programme Manager

Michael Neaves
Programme Manager

Ioana Popescu
Programme Manager

Lindsey Wuisan
Programme Manager

Operations Team
Patrick Mihalaras
Finance & Grants
Officer
Cristina Mariniuc
Executive &
Communications
Assistant

Communications Team
Kasia Koniecka
Communications
Manager
Pia Cencig
Membership &
Communications
Officer
Cristina Mariniuc
Executive &
Communications
Assistant

EXECUTIVE COMMITEE
Greg Archer – Transport and
Environment, President
Emilie Carmichael – Energy Savings
Trust, Vice President
Gianmarco Santirocco – Individual
capacity, Treasurer

Robert Brett – Individual capacity

Meletis Fouskaris – ECOCITY

Francisco Ferreira – ZERO

Patrick ten Brink – The European
Environmental Bureau

Marion Hasper – Friends of the
Earth Germany (BUND)/German
environmental NGOs coordination
network for standardisation (KNU)
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Our Members
NATIONAL MEMBERS
Austria
•	Umweltdachverband

•	Women in Europe for a Common Future
(WECF-France)

•	Global 2000

•	Halte à l’Obsolescence Programmée

Belgium

•	CLER – French Energy Transition Network

•	Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen
(BBLV)
•	Inter-Environnement Wallonie (IEW)
•	RepairTogether

Bulgaria
•	Institute for Ecological Modernisation
(IEM)

Croatia
•	DOOR - Society for Sustainable
Development Design

Czech Republic
•	Zelený Kruh (Green Circle)

Cyprus
•	Terra Cypria – the Cyprus Conservation
Foundation

Denmark
•	The Danish Society for Nature
Conservation (DN)
•	Danish Ecological Council (Det
Økologiske Råd)

France
•	France Nature Environnement (FNE)
•	Zero Waste France

(HOP)

Germany
•	Bund Für Umwelt und Naturschutz
Deutschland (BUND)
•	Bundesverband Bürgerinitiativen
Umweltschutz (BBU)
•	Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR)
•	Nature Friends Germany (NaturFreunde
Deutschlands)
•	Deutsche Umwelthilfe

Greece
•	Ecocity Greece

Hungary
•	Clean Air Action Group (CAAG)

Italy
•	Legambiente

Latvia
•	Friends of the Earth Latvia (Zemes Draugi)

Luxembourg
•	The Luxembourg Ecological Center
(Oekozenter Lëtzebuerg)

Malta
•	Bird Life Malta

Netherlands
•	Leefmilieu

PAN-EUROPEAN
MEMBERS

Norway

• Bellona Europe

•	Stichting Natuur en Milieu (SNM)

•	BELLONA Norway

Poland
•	Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency
(FEWE)
•	ClientEarth Poland

Portugal
•	ZERO

Slovakia
•	Repairably

Spain

• European Environmental
Bureau (EEB)
• Friends of the Earth Europe
(FoEE)
• Health Care Without Harm
Europe (HCWH)
• Health & Environment Alliance
(HEAL)
• RREUSE

•	ECODES

• Transport & Environment (T&E)

Sweden

• WWF – European Policy Office

•	The Swedish Society for Nature

• Zero Waste Europe (ZWE)

Conservation (SCNC/SNF)

Switzerland
•	WWF Switzerland

United Kingdom
•	Energy Saving Trust (EST)
•	UK Sustainability Network for
Standardisation

USA
•	Green Science Policy Institute
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Financial Overview
INCOME

EXPENDITURE

2 million €

2 million €

Foundations

European
Commission
& EFTA

Personnel
Activities

53

%

53

%

27

33

%

19

1

%

%

Membership fees

TOTAL
ANNUAL
INCOME

%

H2020 & LIFE

12

2

%

%

Reserves

2019
2018
2017

Office &
administration

1,4

1,7

2

M

M

M
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ECOS

The green line to standards

Where to find us?
ECOS

Tel: +32 (0)2 894 46 68

@ECOS_Standard

Mundo-B, Rue d’Edimbourg 26

info@ecostandard.org

1050 Brussels, Belgium

www.ecostandard.org

ECOS-EU

ECOS is co-funded by the European
Commission and the European Free
Trade Association

