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ECOS: THE GREEN LINE TO STANDARDS
Established in 2001, ECOS
is the only organisation
worldwide working to defend
the environmental interests in
standardisation.
Supported by over 40
environmental NGOs across
Europe and beyond, and with
a strong pool of independent
experts and individual
supporters, ECOS contributes
to the development process
of standards at European
and international level, and
to related laws and policies.
We also advocate for the
principles of transparency and
inclusiveness to be ensured in
standardisation.
Our goal is to contribute
to the development of
ambitious strategies to reduce
environmental impacts,
promote resource and energy
efficiency, and ensure a healthy
environment.

OUR PARTNERSHIPS
ECOS is a Partner Organisation
of the European Committee for
Standardisation (CEN) and of
the European Committee for
Electrotechnical Standardisation
(CENELEC), and a member of the
European Telecommunications
Standards Institute (ETSI).
ECOS is also a liaison organisation
to several technical committees of
the international standardisation
organisations, ISO and IEC.

34

NATIONAL MEMBERS
9

PAN-EUROPEAN MEMBERS

ECOS is officially recognised
as one of the ‘Annex III’
organisations which consists of the
underrepresented stakeholders
in the European Standardisation
System under Regulation (EU)
1025/2012.
We have signed partnership
agreements with the European
Commission and the European Free
Trade Association (EFTA).
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FOREWORD
Standards are having a larger role
in European laws and policies,
which in turn significantly affects
civil society and the environment.
Now more than ever, the voice of
civil society organisations should
be louder and stronger.
With over 15 years of experience,
ECOS is the only environmental
NGO of its kind worldwide, and
has the greenest impact on
standardisation.

Laura Degallaix
Director of ECOS

In 2017, we will be providing an
unprecedented level of technical
expertise in the development
of standards in over 15 different
work areas. Our participation
balances out the views of industry
in the standards system, and
complements the low participation
of environmental NGOs at national
level. We also help bridge the gap
between political developments
and standardisation.
Our calls to make the
standardisation system more
inclusive and transparent are
finally being addressed through
actions included in the new ‘Joint
Initiative on Standardisation’ (JIS).
At national level for instance, the
JIS will help collect information
about the barriers hindering civil
society organisations to participate
in the standardisation process, and
identify best practices that enable
a representative participation.
We are also excited to help tear
down current barriers with the
launch our own pan-European
pilot project, aimed to support
the engagement of nine national
environmental organisations in our
work at European level.
At European level, ECOS is thrilled
to be able to give views on draft
standards during enquiry and final
votes for the first time. The ‘Right
of Opinion’ recently granted by
CEN and CENELEC to European
societal stakeholder organisations,

is a key acknowledgement by
standardisation bodies of their
intention to make the standards
process more inclusive.
The ECOS 2017 Work Programme
gives an overview of our
commitments for the year, in
particular with regards to:
•

•

•

•

Discussions related to the
link between standardisation
and policy, the effectiveness,
transparency and
inclusiveness of the European
Standardisation System, and
international cooperation
Relevant standardisation
developments at both
European and international
level in key environmental
areas (climate change, clean
energy, energy and resource
efficiency, circular economy
and environmental health)
EU policy developments aimed
to establish and improve the
ecological performance of
products during the full lifecycle under the Ecodesign
policy framework and related
labelling schemes, and
projects to support their
proper implementation and
enforcement
Communication, awareness
raising and capacity building
activities that empower
civil society organisations
to follow and participate in
standardisation

We hope our work will inspire
others to support and join the
ECOS network, and make the only
voice of the environment in the
development of standards even
stronger.
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01.

A STRONG, INCLUSIVE,
AND SUSTAINABLE
STANDARDISATION SYSTEM
Standards are a useful tool
to promote economic growth,
competitiveness and innovation.
They are increasingly used to
support EU laws and policies,
including in areas of public
interest. Standards can and do
have an impact on the protection
of consumers, working conditions,
citizens’ welfare and the
protection of the environment.
Despite the benefits of
standards, ECOS strongly
believes that legislative actions
are generally more appropriate
for tackling environmental
and societal challenges. This
is primarily because standards
are voluntary by nature and
developed largely by industry.
Standards can nevertheless
help raise citizens’ welfare
and environmental protection,
and contribute to the proper
implementation of environmental
legislation and policies. This
can be done through for
example, providing detailed
guidance and technical
requirements for the ecological
performance of products.
In this context, a high level of
transparency and a balanced
representation of interests in
the standards development
process is needed.
This both guarantees high
quality standards and makes
the standardisation system
reliable. In the absence of

sufficient participation of
underrepresented stakeholders
at national level, the contribution
of organisations representing the
interests of consumers, workers,
the environment and SMEs at
European level should continue
to be supported and facilitated.
ECOS advocates for an appropriate
and effective EU policy approach
to standardisation where
standards are used by legislators
with caution. Standards should
provide appropriate technical
specifications or guidelines
for products, services and
processes reflecting both
private and societal needs.
Our work contributes to
ensure a transparent European
Standardisation System, with
a balanced representation
of interests and effective
participation of societal
stakeholders. With more and
more European standards being
drafted at an international level,
including in response to European
Commission’s mandates, ECOS
advocates for the same principles
to be ensured in the international
standardisation process.
With growing environmental
challenges, ECOS also promotes
the consideration of sustainability
and environmental aspects to be
mainstreamed in standardisation
activities at all levels.

A STRONG, INCLUSIVE, AND SUSTAINABLE STANDARDISATION SYSTEM

TRANSPARENCY AND
INCLUSIVENESS IN
STANDARDISATION
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Standards have an impact on citizens’ welfare and the environment and are
increasingly used to support European laws and policies. The legitimacy of
the European Standardisation System should be ensured through a high
level of transparency and support for the effective participation of civil
society in the standards development process. Policy makers should also
be aware of the role and limitations of standards to ensure they are used
when most appropriate.
Policy makers and standardisation organisations should encourage
and facilitate the involvement of underrepresented stakeholders in the
system. In the absence of systematic or organised participation of those
stakeholders at national level, this should primarily be done through the
‘Annex III’ organisations: ANEC, ECOS, ETUC, and SBS.

ACTIVITIES

ECOS will work to ensure that
standards are developed in
a transparent, effective and
inclusive way, and help deliver
on EU’s policy objectives
and societal challenges.

• Contribute to the proper implementation of Regulation
(EU) 1025/2012 on European standardisation
• Take part in the development of the Annual Union
Work Programme (AUWP) for Standardisation
• Participate in the development of Standardisation Requests
related to environmental laws and policies
• Contribute to the Joint Initiative on Standardisation
(JIS) and its related Actions
• Work together with the European Standardisation Organisations
(CEN, CENELEC and ETSI) and their members, to promote
and facilitate the effective participation of civil society in
standardisation at both national and European levels
• Collaborate with other underrepresented stakeholder
organisations, especially the other ‘Annex III’ organisations:
ANEC (consumers), ETUC (trade unions) and SBS (SMEs)
• Take part in discussions related to standardisation with the European
Parliament, the European Council, and the European Economic and
Social Committee, including in relation to ‘Standardisation Package II’
• Advocate for a greater level of transparency and inclusiveness within
the international standardisation organisations, ISO and IEC
• Take part in international discussions on the role and use of
standards in policy (e.g. in relevant trade negotiations)
• Raise awareness about standardisation and the need
for effective participation of civil society

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
Committee on Standards (under Regulation (EU) 1025/2012)
Steering Group of the Joint Initiative on Standardisation (JIS) & Working
Groups on relevant JIS Actions
CEN General Assembly, Technical Board and Policy Working Groups
CENELEC General Assembly, Technical Board and Policy Working Groups
CEN-CENELEC Societal Stakeholders’ Group (SSG)
CEN-CLC REFIT Mirror Group
ETSI General Assembly and ESSREV Group
‘Annex III’ organisations and European Societal Stakeholders’ Organisations
informal groups

A STRONG, INCLUSIVE, AND SUSTAINABLE STANDARDISATION SYSTEM
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ENVIRONMENTAL
MAINSTREAMING
IN STANDARDISATION

ECOS will encourage environmental
mainstreaming and sustainability
in standardisation, including
the systematic and consistent
consideration of environmental and
resource efficiency in European
standards.

Environmental protection can be strengthened by using standards, for
instance through improving the energy and resource efficiency of products,
or enabling the recyclability and reusability of products. Standardisation
can inspire green innovation and enhance the competitiveness of the
European Single Market.
ECOS wants to advance environmental mainstreaming in the European and
international standardisation systems. We advocate for environmental
protection and sustainability to be recognised as horizontal, strategic goals
in standardisation, alongside promoting growth and competitiveness.

ACTIVITIES
• Promote environmental mainstreaming through active participation in
strategic standardisation groups working on environmental issues
• Contribute to the review of the ‘CEN Approach on addressing
environmental issues in product and service standards’
• Promote the use of existing environmental tools in technical work (e.g.
CEN environmental guides, Environmental Helpdesk, e-learning tool),
and the implementation of CEN and CENELEC Environmental Strategies
• Contribute to CEN discussions on how standards can help
support the UN Sustainable Development Goals

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN Strategic Body on Environment (CEN/SABE) and related Teams
CEN-CENELEC Sector Forum ‘Energy Management’ (SFEM)
CLC/TC 111X: Environment
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02.
02.

CLIMATE CHANGE &
CLEAN ENERGY

The effects of climate change
continue to become increasingly
visible. The political determination
to prevent a detrimental global
temperature increase has reached
new peaks, as the effects of
climate change continue to
become increasingly visible. ECOS
continues to carry out activities
which help to both combat climate
change and promote clean energy.
ECOS will work to ensure that
standards contribute to achieve
the Paris Climate deal, the
Montreal Protocol, and the EU
2030 Energy and Climate goals,
by making clean tech solutions
easily accessible to consumers
and the market, be they electric
vehicles, smart grids, smart
appliances, or refrigerants.

ECOS will participate in the
standardisation work related
to smart cities and clean
transport systems, smart grids,
and smart ICT infrastructures
to encourage the integration
of renewable energy sources
through smart solutions.
ECOS will also advocate for
ambitious environmental
requirements in standards
addressing climate change
mitigation and adaptation,
and for strong sustainability
requirements for biomass.

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY
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BIO-BASED ECONOMY

A bio-based economy strives towards the increased use of bio-based
products and their market uptake. Bio-based products are products that
are wholly or partially derived from biomass, such as plants or trees.
The bio-based products sector has been identified as a priority area by the
European Commission in several policy initiatives, including the Flagship
initiative for a resource-efficient Europe under the Europe 2020 Strategy,
the EU’s Bioeconomy Strategy, and the EU Circular Economy Package.
Bio-based products should be designed in a way that minimises their
impacts on resources and allows for an efficient recovery of recyclable
materials. ECOS will work to ensure that robust, harmonised standards are
used to determine the bio-based content of materials, and to safeguard
the sustainability and recyclability of the used raw materials and biomass.
We will also work to prevent greenwashing and false labelling.

ECOS will work to strengthen sustainability criteria
for bio-based products, including end-of-life
management, and to set the highest possible targets
for bio-based content in products.

ACTIVITIES
• Contribute to the finalisation of standardisation deliverables to determine
bio-based content, sustainability criteria, and declaration tools for
bio-based products, and explore links with the EU Circular Economy
• Promote the development of standards that enable the safe and sustainable
development of algae-based products, especially for energy applications
• Contribute to transparent and reliable communication requirements
for reporting on and labelling bio-based products

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 411: Bio-based products
CEN/BT/WG 218: Algae and algae-based products

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/429: Standardisation programme for bio-based products
M/491: Bio-surfactants and bio-solvents in relation to bio-based product
aspects
M/492: Development of horizontal European standards for bio-based products
M/547: Algae and algae-based products to promote the use of energy from
renewable sources

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY

CLIMATE CHANGE
ADAPTATION
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Standards can help make infrastructures, products, and services more
resilient to the impacts of climate change. With the 2013 ‘Strategy on
Adaptation to Climate Change’, the European Commission requested the
European Standardisation Organisations to identify standards that should
be revised to improve the resilience of key infrastructures to the existing
and potential impacts of climate change. These include transport, energy,
and buildings/construction.
This resulted in the creation of CEN-CENELEC ‘Guide to address Climate
Change Adaptation in standards’. This guide ensures adaptation to climate
change is embedded in all European standardisation activities.
The ‘CEN-CENELEC Coordination Group on Adaptation to Climate Change’
(ACC-CG) was created to ensure the efficient and timely communication and
coordination of standardisation activities in this area.
ECOS will monitor standardisation developments on climate change
adaptation to support the development of a climate resilient infrastructure
in the EU, and protect citizens and the environment from the adverse effects
of climate change.

ECOS will work to build
resilience in European
standards in the face of
climate change.

ACTIVITIES
• Contribute to the work of CEN-CENELEC ACC-CG, and suggest
extending the scope of the group to adaptation in other sectors
• Advocate for the inclusion of climate mitigation considerations
to complement climate adaptation strategies
• Provide expertise on international standardisation
developments related to climate adaptation

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN-CENELEC Coordination Group on Adaptation to Climate change (ACC-CG)
ISO/TC 207: Environmental management

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/526: Implementation of the EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY

12

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Transport is responsible for a quarter of all greenhouse gas emissions in
Europe, and is projected to overtake the power sector as the largest source
of emissions in the near future. Reducing the emissions in this large and
complex system require many technological innovations and services,
implemented in a coherent and coordinated manner.
Developments surrounding the introduction of the EU Directive for the
Deployment of Alternative Fuels Infrastructure have made important steps
towards the creation of a more sustainable European transport system,
paving the way for the electrification of transport in Europe.
Electric Vehicles (EVs) are key in the transition to a low-carbon transport
system, and provide many advantages over conventional transport, such
as lower emissions, reduced dependence on fossil fuel imports, improved
local air quality, and strengthened security of European energy systems.
However, significant challenges still need to be overcome with
interoperability, cost-effectiveness and the usability of EVs which currently
hinder the deployment of transport electrification.

ECOS will work to reduce global
greenhouse gas emissions
from the transport sector
through the increased marketshare of electric vehicles,
and ensure electromobility
infrastructure is interoperable,
secure, and cost-effective.

ACTIVITIES
• Participate in standardisation work related to EVs
at European and international level
• Provide expertise to European standardisation
activities on On-Board Meters for EVs
• Contribute to the coordination of standardisation activities
for EVs and electromobility within CEN-CLC-ETSI
• Contribute with technical and standardisation
expertise to relevant stakeholder forums

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 301: Road Vehicles
CLC/TC 69X: Electrical systems for electric road vehicles
IEC/TC 69: Electric road vehicles and electric industrial trucks
ISO/TC 22: Road Vehicles
CEN-CLC-ETSI eMobility Coordination Group
NGO-Industry group ‘Platform for Electro-mobility’

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/533: Alternative Fuels Infrastructure
M/541: Certain Measuring Instruments

EV

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY

ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT
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The international standard on environmental management systems (EMS)
provides different tools which can support the transition towards sustainable
development, at different levels and within all types of organisations. The
international standards produced are relevant to several policy areas of
the EU, including the EU’s Product Environmental Footprint Process (e.g
life-cycle assessment and environmental labelling), the EU’s Climate and
Energy Framework, the Paris Agreement, and Ecodesign and product policy.
ECOS’ goal is to contribute to the development of international standards
that ensure the proper implementation of transparent and consistent
environmental management systems and tools such as labels and
declarations, robust environmental performance evaluation and Product
Category Rules (PCR), and effective product traceability. This also means
guaranteeing adequate and reliable information to consumers about the
environmental impacts of products and processes.

ECOS will work to ensure that international standards
for environmental management are ambitious,
comprehensive and adequately address environmental
impacts of products and processes.

ACTIVITIES
• Contribute to discussions on the implementation of EMS, determination of
environmental costs and benefits, monetary valuation of environmental impacts
• Provide expertise to discussions on environmental labels and declaration,
development of product category rules, environmental footprint communication

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
ISO/TC 207: Environmental management

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY
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INDUSTRIAL
EMISSIONS

To support the Paris Agreement and help deliver the EU 2030 Energy and
Climate goals, the main greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting sectors should be
decarbonised. Standards can help assess the levels of GHG emissions by
providing key calculation methodologies, and accurate and reproducible
energy efficiency measurement methods.
ECOS’ objective is to help the decarbonisation of energy intensive industries
through the development and revision of key process and product specific
standards to accommodate for new, innovative and low GHG-emitting
products and processes, for example: alternative cements and cementitious
materials, and the promotion of low carbon concrete.

ACTIVITIES

ECOS will work to identify and
implement the most impactful
scenarios for the effective
decarbonisation of the cement
sector.

• Develop a comprehensive scoping study and evaluation of possible pathways
to decarbonise the cement sector through standardisation, from which an
ECOS’ strategy can be developed to encourage the development of a low carbon
cement sector in Europe
• Monitor the international level rework of the European standard on the
determination of GHG emissions in the cement industry
• Participate in standardisation work related to promoting low-carbon cement
and concrete

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 51: Cement and building limes
CEN/TC 104: Concrete and related products

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/478: GHG emissions from energy-intensive industries

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY

REFRIGERANTS
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In 2014, the EU Fluorinated Greenhouse Gases Regulation (F-Gas Regulation)
was adopted to reduce fluorinated gas emissions by two-thirds by 2030 as
compared with 2014 levels.
A set of interrelated standards are used to support the implementation of
this regulation and comply with the UN Montreal Protocol on ‘Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer’. These standards specify how refrigerants are
used for the design, construction, operation, maintenance and recovery of
refrigerating, air conditioning and heat pump (RACHP) systems in Europe
and internationally. This includes requirements that limit the application
of refrigerants to manage risk based on their physical and chemical
characteristics.
These standards are instrumental in establishing the conditions to permit
or prevent the use of refrigerants. Requirements of these standards need to
be modernised to reflect policy and technological developments and shift
the RACHP sector towards natural refrigerants, which have historically been
restricted.

ACTIVITIES
ECOS will work to strengthen
requirements that support the
uptake of natural refrigerants
in European and international
standards, while promoting
consistency between
political developments and
standardisation to ensure a
swift transition towards natural
refrigerants.

• Support requirements and work items favourable to natural refrigerants in
international standardisation work for defining safety and environmental
requirements for refrigerating systems
• Ensure the completion of new work items of relevance to natural refrigerants
• Contribute to international standardisation work related to the classification
of refrigerants
• Support standardisation activities that may arise from the new F-Gas
Standardisation Request

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 182: Refrigerating systems, safety and environmental requirements
CLC/TC 61: Safety of household and similar electrical appliances
IEC/TC 61: Safety of household and similar electrical appliances
ISO/TC 86: Refrigeration and air-conditioning

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY
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SMART APPLIANCES

Smart appliances can enable consumers to participate in energy markets,
reduce energy bills and balance European power systems for the costeffective integration of variable Renewable Energy Sources (vRES).
Studies suggest that smart appliances can provide a platform for innovative
information services to consumers that would allow them to better manage
their energy consumption and reduce their costs.
There are several challenges that could obstruct this vision, such as
lacking interoperability and risks with regards to cyber-security. While
interoperability can cause higher costs and frustrations for consumers,
poorly designed cyber-security strategies can expose end-users to malicious
external intent.

ECOS will work to improve interoperability and security
of relevant standardisation requirements, to support the
participation of consumers in energy markets.

ACTIVITIES
• Provide expertise to European and international
standardisation work related to smart appliances
• Contribute to the development of EN 50631-1 setting requirements
for household appliances network and grid connectivity

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CLC/TC 59X: Performance of household and similar electrical appliances
IEC/TC 59: Performance of household and similar electrical appliances

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY

SMART GRIDS AND
SMART METERS
ECOS will work towards
improving the interoperability
of smart devices able to
support a decarbonised,
efficient and cost-effective
European power system.
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Smart grids and smart meters are crucial for a fully decarbonised power
system. The European Commission’s ‘Energy Union’ aims to create secure,
sustainable, competitive energy for European Member States.
This includes a redesign of the internal energy market, reduction of energy
demand and a decarbonisation of the energy mix. Technology will be
the driving force that permits or prevents this transformation. Demand
Response is expected to provide flexible loads across EU Member States
and contribute to the stabilisation of a power system that is increasingly
composed of variable Renewable Energy Sources (vRES).
The establishment of Demand Response programmes depend on the
effective transmission of price signals throughout European power systems
to influence demand-side behaviour, in reaction to changing supply
and demand-side conditions. European power systems must undergo a
fundamental transformation to a smart, flexible system with millions of
smart devices that need to be able to communicate and interoperate.
Standardisation is fundamental to achieve interoperability, and in that
way, avoid market fragmentation, higher costs for end-users and consumer
frustration. It is also crucial to ensure coherence of EU policy and
standardisation.

ACTIVITIES
• Participate in the development of the European standards
on demand-side flexibility architecture
• Contribute to political and expert discussions on
standardisation and interoperability
• Provide expertise to European standardisation discussions
on interoperability and cyber-security
• Participate in the coordination of Smart Grid
standardisation within CEN, CENELEC and ETSI
• Contribute to horizontal discussions in the Multi-Stakeholder Platform
for ICT Standardisation, including in relation to the ICT Rolling Plan
and the Annual Union Work Programme (AUWP) for Standardisation
• Contribute to the coordination of smart cities
standardisation activities in Europe
• Apply for membership to the Energy Savings Coalition to
strengthen the impact of energy efficiency stakeholders
in the EU ambition on energy efficiency

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN-CENELEC-ETSI Smart Energy Grid Coordination Group (SEG-CG)
CEN-CENELEC-ETSI Smart Meter Coordination Group (SM-CG)
CLC/TC 13: Electrical energy measurement and control
CLC/TC 205: Home and building electronics
European Commission Multi Stakeholder Platform (MSP) on ICT
Standardisation
European Commission Smart Grids Task Force

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/490: Smart Grids

CLIMATE CHANGE & CLEAN ENERGY
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SUSTAINABLE
BIOENERGY
AND CHAIN OF
CUSTODY

Bioenergy is the conversion of biomass resources, such as agricultural and
forest residues, organic municipal waste, and energy crops, into useful energy
carriers including heat, electricity and transport fuels. Transport fuels derived
from biomass will contribute to meeting the EU 10% renewable energy target
for transport fuels by 2020, reduce the EU dependency on imported oil and
reduce CO2 emissions.
Despite the opportunities it presents, the rapid rise of bioenergy needs to
consider sustainability requirements and avoid negative environmental
impacts, such as on land-use. ECOS aims at ensuring alignment of the
European standard establishing sustainability criteria for biofuels with
relevant policy and legislative requirements, including on biodiversity
protection and indirect land use change.
Unsustainable management in many tropical countries has led to forest
degradation and deforestation, contributing to 17.5% of all greenhouse gas
emissions. Regulating the chain of custody of wood and wood-based products
is paramount to ensure transparency and the accountability of all actors
involved throughout the supply chain. ECOS wants to ensure that future
standards will not jeopardise reliable certification systems for wood products
such as FSC or PEFC.

ACTIVITIES

ECOS will work to ensure
that standards for bioenergy
include key sustainability
criteria, and take account of
the entire supply chain.

• Contribute to the finalisation of work items related to the sustainability
criteria to produce biofuels and bioliquids for energy applications
• Ensure that standards for the chain-of-custody of wood and
wood-based products capture environmental and ecological
implications of certifying materials, and do not undermine
already well-acknowledged certification systems

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 383: Sustainably produced biomass for energy applications
ISO/PC 287: Chain-of-custody of wood and wood-based products
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03.

ECODESIGN & ENERGY
LABELLING

The Ecodesign and Energy Labelling
policies help cement a European
Single Market and are key tool of
Europe’s Circular Economy agenda.

BENEFITS

20%

energy reduction by 2020,
corresponding to 314 Mt CO2
less GHG emissions (7% of
2010 EU-total)

€55BILLION
extra revenue for businesses
from energy savings

800,000

extra jobs by 2020

These policies are on track to
reduce home and office energy
bills by €111 billion per year by
2020, around €490 per household
annually. These benefits are
expected to increase by over 50%
by 2030.

The EU Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling Directives have
the potential to be the most
effective tools for achieving
major energy, resource and
CO2 reductions in the EU.
In 2017, ECOS will contribute to
ensure product-specific Ecodesign
legislation is ambitious and
properly implemented. We will
work to make the Ecodesign
Directive better tackle resource
efficiency aspects, including
through the development of clear
material efficiency standards and
product-specific requirements.
This will in turn increase product
lifetime and recyclability, and avoid
the use of hazardous substances.
The revision of the Energy Labelling
Directive in 2016 is expected to
result in a stronger Energy Label,
with a closed A-G scale and the
creation of a product database.
ECOS will work to ensure that the
label provides clear and reliable
information on real-life energy
efficiency performance of products,
to allow consumers to make more
sustainable choices. We will also
contribute to the development
of the database to ensure that it

contains reliable data that can help
define product requirements and
facilitate market surveillance.
Every Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling measure relies on
the quality and robustness of
test and assessment methods.
ECOS will work to ensure that
test and assessment methods
for the energy performance of
products are fully harmonised,
robust and reflect the real-life
use by consumers. We will also
contribute to the development of
horizontal assessment methods
for material efficiency aspects.
As a co-leader of the Coolproducts
campaign we continue to work
with our European and national
partners to raise awareness
and support for the Ecodesign
and Energy Labelling policies.
ECOS is the only NGO working
on all aspects of the Ecodesign
and Energy Labelling policy
frameworks, and ensuring
their proper implementation
and enforcement.

ECODESIGN & ENERGY LABELLING
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PRODUCT
REGULATIONS
ECOS will contribute to all
development stages of productspecific regulations, from the
preparatory studies to the
Ecodesign Consultation Forum
discussions, Commission
Inter-Service Consultation
(ISC), Member State votes,
and final scrutiny by the
European Parliament.

ECOS has been participating in the development of the Ecodesign and
Energy Labelling policies and product-specific measures for over a decade.
After the policies were stalled in 2016, the European Commission now faces
a backlog of expected policy developments in 2017. The implementation
of the Ecodesign Directive is also taking a new direction with a more
systematic consideration of resource efficiency requirements in all product
developments.
Iconic measures are currently under revision, such as the regulations on
domestic appliances, lighting, displays and computers, but also electric
motors, pumps and industrial fans. New measures are also expected to
move forward, including for commercial cold appliances and enterprise
servers, which could trigger impressive savings. Following the publication
of the Ecodesign Working Plan 2016-2019, new preparatory studies are
predicted to start towards the end of the year on kettles, hand dryers, lifts,
solar panels, refrigerated containers and high pressure cleaners.
A study will also look at the best policy options to tackle the quickly evolving
ICT products, with a special focus on their resource efficiency potential. This
study will also discuss the added value of the EU-US Energy Star agreement.

ACTIVITIES
• Contribute to the development of product-specific Ecodesign
and Energy Labelling measures, including the preparatory
studies, to ensure they are ambitious and take into account all
environmental impacts of products throughout their life-cycle
• Participate in the Ecodesign Consultation Forum to
ensure a balanced representation of stakeholders
• Co-lead the Coolproducts campaign with the European
Environmental Bureau (EEB). Coolproducts is a coalition of
European NGOs working to ensure that ecodesign and energy
labelling truly work for Europeans and the environment
• Inform and raise awareness about the added value of the EU Ecodesign and
Energy Labelling policies for the economy, citizens and the environment

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
European Commission’s Ecodesign Consultation Forum
Preparatory studies anticipating the development of product-specific
legislation
Development of product-specific regulations and voluntary agreements
The Coolproducts campaign

ECODESIGN & ENERGY LABELLING

PRODUCT TEST
METHODS
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A crucial element to implement Ecodesign regulations is the development
of test methods for the performance of energy-related products.
These tests determine both the compliance of the product with the legislation
in place, and the energy label class presented to consumers. Unrealistic or
biased standards may lead to a loss in energy savings, misleading consumer
information, and an uneven playing field among manufacturers.
ECOS contributes to the development of these tests under the umbrella of
standardisation organisations. We advocate for standardised methodologies
that are robust, representative of real-life conditions and consider
environmental aspects most appropriately.

ACTIVITIES
ECOS will advocate for the
development of product
test methodologies which
are robust and reflect real
life use conditions.

• Contribute to European and international standardisation developments
on test methods related to specific product categories, including: electric
household appliances (white goods, ovens, vacuum cleaners), electronics
(TVs, computers) and heaters (solid-fuel space heaters, water heaters)
• Advocate for consistency between regulations, standardisation requests and
related standards

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 109: Central heating boilers using gaseous fuels
CEN/TC 113: Heat pumps and air conditioning units
CEN/TC 295: Residential solid fuel burning appliances
CEN/TC 44: Commercial and professional refrigerating appliances and systems,
performance and energy consumption
CEN/TC 48: Domestic gas-fired water heaters
CEN/TC 57: Central heating boilers
CLC/TC 100X: Audio, video and multimedia systems and equipment and related
sub-systems
CLC/TC 34A: Lamps
CLC/TC 34Z: Luminaires and associated equipment
CLC/TC 59X: Performance of household and similar electrical appliances
IEC/TC 34: Lamps and related equipment

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/459: Household refrigerating appliances
M/485: Fluorescent lamps, high-intensity discharge lamps, ballasts and related
luminaires
M/495: Harmonised standards in the field of Ecodesign
M/519: Light Emitting Diodes (LEDs)
M/534: Water heaters and hot water storage tanks
M/535: Space heaters and combination heaters
M/539: Non-household washing machines, dryers and dishwashers
M/540: Vacuum cleaners
M/545: Computers and computer servers

ECODESIGN & ENERGY LABELLING
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MATERIAL EFFICIENCY
STANDARDS AND
HORIZONTAL
STANDARDISATION
ASPECTS OF
ECODESIGN

Several aspects of Ecodesign are horizontal in nature, cross-cutting
all products covered by the regulations. The CEN-CENELEC Ecodesign
Coordination Group (Eco-CG) is responsible for the coordination and
supervision of standardisation activities related to Ecodesign, bringing
together experts and representatives of the European Commission.
The group also serves as a focal point for discussions on all Ecodesignrelated standardisation requests and provides feedback to policy-makers.
The Eco-CG includes several task forces that develop guidelines and provide
coordination on horizontal issues, such as terminology and measurement
uncertainty.
Material efficiency is another horizontal topic of increased focus in
standardisation. By considering material efficiency aspects in Ecodesign,
we move closer towards a more resource-efficient Europe. Horizontal
assessment methodologies for material efficiency could provide the
foundation to determine material efficiency provisions in future Ecodesign
regulations. A three-year standardisation project has just begun, following
a request from the European Commission as part of their Circular Economy
Action Plan.
The future standards will provide methods that assess product lifetime, and
the ability to re-use, repair and recycle both products and their components.
The standards will also provide ways to inform consumers and authorities
about these characteristics.

ECOS will work to ensure
coherence between
standardisation activities in the
area of ecodesign. We will also
promote horizontal assessment
methods for material efficiency
that cover the full scope of the
mandated work, are developed in
a timely and transparent manner,
and provide a robust basis for
future regulatory discussions
and for the realisation of a
more circular economy.

ACTIVITIES
• Provide expertise in the Eco-CG and related Task Forces, including in relation
to terminology, and tolerance and measurement uncertainty
• Promote consistency between regulations in place or under development,
and standardisation
• Provide input to Ecodesign related standardisation requests issued by the
European Commission
• Maintain a key role in the standardisation activities related to material
efficiency

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN-CENELEC Ecodesign Coordination Group (Eco-CG) and related Task Forces
CEN-CENELEC TC/10: Energy related products – Material Efficiency Aspects for
Ecodesign

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/543: Material efficiency aspects for Ecodesign

ECODESIGN & ENERGY LABELLING

MARKET
SURVEILLANCE

23
Between 10-25% of energy-related products fail to comply with energy
labelling requirements. By 2020, the insufficient level of market surveillance
by Member States will cost the EU approximately 10% of the energy
savings expected from the Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Directives.
With consumers receiving insufficient information on how to operate their
products in the most efficient way, further indirect losses occur.
The verification of compliance plays a crucial role in Ecodesign and Energy
Labelling policies. It is expected that about 34 Mt of CO2 savings will be lost
by 2020 through the non-compliance of products and manufacturers.
Civil society can support national authorities in their actions and discourage
free-riders by for example, undertaking their own verification actions
through projects, or naming and shaming non-compliant manufacturers.

ECOS has been involved in several market surveillance projects
since 2013, aiming to ensure the proper implementation and
enforcement of Ecodesign and Energy Labelling Regulations.
ECOS is the leading environmental NGO in this field.

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
SMART TESTING OF ENERGY
PRODUCTS (STEP) PROJECT
STEP aims to examine potential
loopholes and shortcomings in
test methods in laboratories,
and explore solutions to shorten
the gap between the way
products are tested compared to
how they operate in real life.
Finishing this year, the project
is carried out alongside four
European partners.

H2020 INTAS PROJECT
INTAS addresses the need
to support European Market
Surveillances Authorities
to deliver compliance with
Ecodesign requirements for
large industrial products,
specifically transformers and
fans. The project is carried out
with 16 partners across Europe.

H2020 DIGI-LABEL PROJECT
Digi-Label sets out to make the EU Energy Label easier to understand
and more readily available both in-store and online. This will be done
by developing digital tools that give consumers more and better data on
the energy consumption of appliances, televisions and lighting and by
making comparisons between appliances possible. This information will
be made accessible at the point of purchase in partnership with retailers
and manufacturers, in-store and online. This is a three-year project in
collaboration with 11 European organisations.

INTAS

DIGI-LABEL
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04.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

The successful implementation
of the EU’s Action plan for a
Circular Economy is at the heart
of ECOS’ efforts to preserve,
protect and enhance the
natural capital of the EU.
ECOS will contribute to the
development, maintenance and
revision of guidance documents
and standards in support of the
Circular Economy to promote
sustainable production and
consumption patterns. This means
engaging in standardisation
activities to ensure high levels of
resource recovery, recyclability,
reusability, effective waste
prevention and sustainable
waste management solutions.

Standardised test methods for
environmental characterisation will
form the basis for assessing, and
consequently, achieving truly clean
material flows in the European
Circular Economy context.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

ENVIRONMENTAL
TESTING
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Developing harmonised standards to characterise wastes and the behaviour
of pollutants in the environment is crucial in the context of the European
Commission’s Circular Economy Package and the revised Waste Framework
Directive.
By accurately defining waste properties and their behaviour in the
environment, informed and sustainable waste management decisions can
be made. This in turn can help reduce both volumes and toxicity of waste.
ECOS believes that through the separate collection of wastes and welldefined standards, landfills and the incineration of waste and sludges can
be minimised.

ECOS will contribute to the
EU’s Circular Economy goals
by ensuring the correct
environmental characterisation
of wastes and improved
framework conditions for reuse and recycling.

ACTIVITIES
• Advocate to develop environmentally sound matrix-specific standards
• Provide expertise on horizontal tests methods for environmental
characterisation of solid matrices
• Promote fuel specifications and classes where the organic fraction of
municipal solid waste does not qualify for energy recovery (see also ‘Air
quality’)

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 292: Characterisation of waste
CEN/TC 343: Solid recovered fuels
CEN/TC 444: Environmental characterisation
ISO/TC 300: Solid recovered fuels

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/326: Standardised methods for the characterisation of waste
M/325: Solid recovered fuels

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
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SLUDGE, BIO-WASTE,
AND FERTILISER

The accurate determination of sludge properties can enable sludge reuse
that is in accordance with the principles set out in the Circular Economy
package. By using sludge appropriately on agricultural land, soils that
are depleted or prone to erosion can be improved. ECOS will encourage
the development of a standard on phosphorus recycling and recovery
from wastewater treatment processes, and nutrient recovery from other
industrial sludges where appropriate.
ECOS will also work to ensure future mandated CEN standards effectively
support the revised EU Fertilisers Regulation and help create a market
for both organic and waste-based fertilisers. To this end, the mapping
and development of relevant analytical test is crucial to account for the
amounts of contaminants that end up in the environment through the
use of fertilisers. Such test methods also ensure the necessary safety and
quality criteria for (bio)waste-based fertilisers.

ECOS will work to promote Circular Economy objectives
in standards development related to sludge, bio-waste
and fertilisers.

ACTIVITIES
• Provide expertise to technical bodies working on
sludge characterisation and management
• Advocate for the development of a standard on phosphorus
recovery from treated wastewater, and nutrient recovery
from other industrial sludges where appropriate
• Contribute with input on standardisation work on
organic and organo-mineral fertilisers
• Participate in the development of a future Standardisation
Request for the identification and development of analytical
standards to support the revised Fertilisers Regulation

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
European Commission’s Fertilisers Working Group
CEN/TC 260: Fertilisers and liming materials
CEN/TC 308: Characterisation and management of sludge
CEN/TC 444: Environmental Characterisation

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

WEEE RECYCLING
AND RE-USE
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The EU Circular Economy Package contains an action plan and a legislative
revision of the EU waste legislative framework. It focuses on the prevention
of waste, and encourages preparing products for re-use. In addition, the
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Directive requires that
85% of all WEEE generated is collected separately from 2019 onwards. This
a significant improvement compared to the existing binding EU collection
target of 4kg of WEEE per capita, equivalent to about two million tons per
year.
In 2017, we expect the delivery of a set of standards in support of the WEEE
Directive, regarding the re-use, end-of-life treatment requirements and safe
recycling of WEEE. The objective is to establish requirements that ensure
a maximum amount of any type of WEEE is optimised through re-use, or
safely treated for recovery or recycling. This development is a significant
contribution to a true circular economy in Europe.
ECOS’ goal is to ensure that clear, simple conditions are put in place for
re-use operators to re-use WEEE. We advocate for a robust collection
scheme and credible conditions to increase the collection rates of WEEE to
be prepared for re-use or be safely recycled. Currently, recycling operators
and manufacturers challenge the inclusion of re-use operators as qualified
actors in the waste collection scheme.
We also want to ensure that strict, harmonised requirements are set to
handle and dispose appliances that can be particularly dangerous to the
environment if left untreated, such as refrigerators. This will contribute
towards limiting the release of hazardous chemicals into the environment
and mitigating climate change.

ECOS will work to improve
framework conditions for the
re-use of WEEE, and advocate
for their environmentally sound
treatment and recycling.

ACTIVITIES
• Contribute to the finalisation of standards for the safe collection
and logistics, preparation for re-use and treatment of WEEE
• Provide expertise to political discussions regarding the re-use and
recycling of WEEE under the EU Circular Economy strategy

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CLC/TC 111X: Environment

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/518: Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment

CIRCULAR ECONOMY
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PLASTICS AND
PACKAGING

Three of the EU’s core pieces of waste legislation are currently under
revision: the EU Waste Framework Directive, the EU Packaging and Packaging
Waste Directive, and the EU Landfill Directive.
Additionally, specific actions have been put forth in the Circular Economy
Action Plan by the European Commission. This includes the roadmap for
tackling plastics pollution published in January 2017, which is expected
to be followed by an EU Strategy on plastics. These actions create the
opportunity to set robust standards that can provide improve requirements
for the sustainability of products and product packaging, especially for
composting, biodegradability and recycling.
ECOS will continue providing expertise to develop standards addressing
the terminology, marking, test methods, performance requirements and
environmental aspects of packaging.
With regards to plastics, our work will focus on the harmonisation of
terminology, test methods, and specifications of plastics and plasticsbased materials, semi-finished products and products, as well as plastics
recycling. ECOS will contribute to the development of an upcoming
mandated standard defining conditions for the home composting of plastic
bags (standardisation request to be published).

ECOS will advocate for ambitious standards to improve
sustainability requirements for product and product
packaging, and to lay down reliable conditions to
ensure adequate compostability, biodegradability, and
recyclability of packaging.

ACTIVITIES
• Provide expertise to standardisation developments
on packaging and plastics at European level
• Contribute to technical and policy discussions on standards for
the compostability and biodegradability of plastics packaging

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 249: Plastics
CEN/TC 261: Packaging
CEN/TC 444: Environmental characterisation

CIRCULAR ECONOMY

MATERIAL
RECYCLING AND
RECOVERY
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CEN has initiated a preparatory action on ‘Sustainable Chemicals from
Secondary Raw Materials’, as a result of the European Commission’s request
to explore opportunities to develop standards for sustainable chemicals.
The preparatory action includes the quality and type of secondary raw
materials used, their processing, quality and technical performance of the
sustainable chemicals produced from these secondary raw materials, and
research in the context of the EU Circular Economy Action Plan. Preliminary
mapping results include standards on the use of biomass, various byproducts, and organic matter as fertilising materials. These will set the
basis for a Standardisation Request by the European Commission.
ECOS will work to ensure that the future Standardisation Request includes
environmental criteria that enable the safe and sustainable re-use of raw
materials. Concrete deliverables should be requested to contribute to the
full recovery and/or recycling of selected materials.

ECOS will work towards the
full recovery of critical raw
materials and promote the reuse of secondary raw materials
through ambitious harmonised
standards.

ACTIVITIES
• Contribute to the completion of the CEN preparatory action on
‘Sustainable Chemicals from Secondary Raw Materials’
• Collaborate with the European Commission during the
drafting process of the standardisation request
• Promote the integration of activities to cover all
aspects of raw materials’ lifecycle

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN-CENELEC/WG11: Sustainable Chemicals

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/543: Material efficiency for energy-related products
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05..
05

ENVIRONMENTAL
HEALTH

The negative effects of human
activity, including pollution,
climate change, natural resource
depletion and biodiversity loss,
not only cause environmental
degradation, but also negatively
impact human health.
In order to help safeguard
environmental health in
Europe and beyond, ECOS will
focus its efforts on the areas
of chemicals management,
nanotechnologies, and air quality.
ECOS will participate in
standardisation work on
problematic substances and
nanotechnologies, to ensure
that standards effectively
support the EU chemicals
policy framework, the Circular
Economy and corresponding
future legislative developments.
Through these activities, we aim
to work towards an ultimately
toxic-free environment.

ECOS will contribute to the
elaboration and validation of
measurement methods for
relevant pollutants in support of
the EU Air Quality legislation.
These methods should
contribute to reaching the new
air quality objectives for the
period up to 2030, set out in
the Clean Air Policy Package.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

AIR QUALITY
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Without air quality standards that are in line with the World Health
Organisation’s recommendations, the EU sees over 400,000 premature
deaths every year caused by air pollution. It is estimated that the associated
health costs are between €330 and €940 billion. ECOS works on standards
that help classify and measure several categories of pollutants, including
dust emissions such as dioxins and mercury, particulate matters, and
various gaseous components.
All these emissions are prominent sources of pollution in highly populated
areas. The standards aim to lay down appropriate measurement and
monitoring requirements for these types of emissions.

ACTIVITIES
ECOS will work to limit the
negative impacts of poor
air quality by helping to
develop robust automated
measurement methods and by
monitoring related standards
to safeguard citizens’ health
and protect the environment.

• Contribute to further improving measurement and
monitoring methods for key pollutants
• Help decarbonise energy intensive industries through the
development and revision of key process and product specific
standards in order to accommodate for new, innovative and low GHGemitting products and processes (e.g. concrete and cement)
• Promote fuel specifications and classes where heavy metal and
other pollutant emissions to ashes and air are minimised

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 104: Concrete and related products
CEN/TC 264: Air quality
CEN/TC 343: Solid Recovered Fuels
ISO/TC 300: Solid Recovered Fuels

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/036: Measurement systems for total mercury emissions into the air
M/401: Stationary sources in the field of air emissions
M/431: Greenhouse gas emissions in energy-intensive industries
M/478: Greenhouse gas emissions
M/503: Ambient air quality
M/514: Emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) from certain industrial
sources to the atmosphere

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
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CHEMICALS

The EU Circular Economy Package aims to reintroduce secondary raw
materials into the economy without spreading dangerous substances
among the public and the environment.
The package can help the EU create a toxic-free environment by 2020,
but many steps must be taken to achieve this. It is crucial to have a more
systematic use of the precautionary principle in the context of the lack
of scientific agreement and uncertainty. Design options should also be
reconsidered to improve the environmental performance of products and
services.
ECOS is contributing to the development of a CEN Guide on how to address
chemicals in product standards. The Guide aims to ensure that product
standards help comply with existing chemicals regulations and contribute to
minimising the health and environmental impacts of chemicals in products.
Once finalised, ECOS will promote it within key CEN Technical Bodies to help
them minimise problematic substances in consumer products.
We will also continue to follow regulatory and standardisation developments
on key groups of substances such as flame retardants and endocrinedisruptors.

ECOS will work towards
eliminating the use of
problematic substances
in consumer products to
protect human health and the
environment. We will promote
the use of requirements on
problematic substances
in product standards.

ACTIVITIES
• Finalise and promote the CEN Guide on addressing
hazardous chemicals in product standards
• Provide expertise to the CEN ‘Ancillary Action’ project mapping the role
of standards on “sustainable chemicals” in the Circular Economy
• Monitor developments to prevent the introduction of external
ignition requirements in European and international standards
related to the safety of televisions (or other electronics
products) that encourage the use of flame retardants
• Engage in ongoing developments in better implementation of
the Food Contact Materials Regulation, specifically in relation
to materials with endocrine-disrupting properties

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN Strategic Advisory Body on Environment (CEN/SABE)
CEN Chemicals Project Team
CEN ‘Ancillary Action’ Project

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

NANOTECHNOLOGIES
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The regulation of nanomaterials remains incomplete, despite being
addressed by the REACH Regulation. Currently, nanomaterials are more
explicitly addressed in sectoral legislation, including on cosmetic products,
biocides, novel food, and pesticides. Regulatory risk assessment requires
producers and importers to provide high quality information on how to
safely use nanomaterials. Despite this, it remains at low level and poor
quality, and has been criticised by the European Commission, particularly
in relation to the Cosmetics Regulation and the REACH registration process.
ECOS has been contributing to the development of various guidelines/
guidance documents on lifecycle assessment, the detection and identification
of nano-objects in complex matrices, and the management and disposal
of waste from the manufacturing and processing of manufactured nanoobjects.

ECOS will work to support the
safe and sustainable use of
nanomaterials through robust
sampling, characterisation,
and exposure methods to
identify comprehensive risk
assessment, and through
considerations of impacts of
nanomaterials in use and endof-life phases, to support the
development of a comprehensive
EU regulatory framework.

At international level, ECOS has been participating in the development of
clear, harmonised terminology and nomenclature, as well as of methods for
controlling occupational exposure to nanomaterials. The aim is to determine
their relative toxicity/hazard potential, ensure the environmentally sound
use of nanomaterials, and guarantee the safety of products containing
nanomaterials though labelling. ECOS has also been working closely
with both European and international standardisation bodies to ensure
consistency between their work on nanotechnologies.
In 2017, ECOS will focus its involvement in standardisation work on health,
safety and environment, and on consumer and societal aspects.

ACTIVITIES
• Provide expertise to European standardisation technical bodies on life cycle
assessment and nano-waste, and continue to promote the ECOS-initiated
‘Declaration on waste containing nano’ signed by over 120 NGOs
• Participate in international standardisation technical bodies on nanomaterial
terminology, their measurement and characterisation, and health and safety
aspects related to the environment
• Communicate about the outcomes and recommendations of the scientific
analysis commissioned by ECOS, CIEL and the ÖKO-Institut at the end of 2016
on the information dossiers on eleven nanomaterials produced by OECD
• Possibly contribute to relevant activities under the OECD Working Party on
Manufactured Nanomaterials (WPMN)
• Contribute to closing the gap between technical and scientific developments
and policy developments in the areas of nanomaterials and nanotechnologies

ECOS CONTRIBUTES TO:
CEN/TC 352: Nanotechnologies
ISO/TC 229: Nanotechnologies
OECD Working Party on Manufactured Nanomaterials (WPMN)

STANDARDISATION REQUESTS FROM
THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION AND EFTA
M/461: Nanotechnologies and nanomaterials
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06.

COMMUNICATING WITHIN AND
BEYOND THE ECOS NETWORK
standardisers, policy makers, and
civil society to come together and
embody a truly inclusive exchange
on standards.
Our annual expert training
workshop, held together with
CEN, invites members and experts
of the ECOS network to deepen
their knowledge about the
standardisation system and how
to promote environmental aspects
therein.

As the only environmental NGO
working in standardisation
worldwide, it is crucial for
ECOS to communicate about
the developments in both
topic-specific work areas, the
standardisation system as a whole,
and policy developments in this
field. Through our communication
work, we raise awareness and
strengthen our capacity building.
ECOS sets out to empower civil
society organisations to follow
and participate in standardisation
by breaking down otherwise
complex, technical information.
We do this through a combination
of informative and interactive
activities.
Every year, our ‘Annual Workshop’
focuses on a different area of our
work. The ECOS workshop provides
a great opportunity for experts,

This year, we launch a two-year
pan-European pilot project
alongside nine of ECOS’ national
member organisations across
Europe. The project sets out
to encourage and empower
national environmental NGOs
to engage with us in European
standardisation.
To further engage civil society to
contribute to standardisation on
a national level, ECOS also hosts
workshops across Europe together
with our members. This year, ECOS
will host workshops in Portugal
and Belgium.
With the vast amount of work areas
ECOS covers, our communication
activities also include, but are
not limited to, events, webinars,
newsletters, and social media
activity. All this to ensure that the
environmental voice in standards
is heard.
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ECOS MEMBERS
NATIONAL MEMBERS
Austria

Umweltdachverband
Belgium

Bond Beter Leefmilieu Vlaanderen (BBLV)
Inter-Environnement Wallonie (IEW)
Bulgaria

Institute for Ecological Modernisation (IEM)
Croatia

Society for Sustainable Development Design (DOOR)
Cyprus

Terra Cypria (Cyprus Conservation Foundation)
Czech Republic

Zelený Kruh (Green Circle)
Denmark

The Danish Society for Nature Conservation (DN)
Danish Ecological Council (Det Økologiske Råd)
France

France Nature Environnement (FNE)
Zero Waste France
Women in Europe for a Common Future France (WECF)
Germany
Bund Für Umwelt und Naturschutz Deutschland (BUND)
Bundesverband Bürgerinitiativen Umweltschutz (BBU)
Deutscher Naturschutzring (DNR)
Nature Friends Germany (NaturFreunde Deutschlands)
Greece

Ecocity National Governmental Organization (ECOCITY)
Hungary

Clean Air Action Group (CAAG)
Italy

Legambiente
Latvia

Friends of the Earth Latvia (Zemes Draugi)
Luxembourg

The Luxembourg Ecological Center (Oekozenter
Lëtzebuerg)
Netherlands

Stichting Natuur en Milieu (SNM)
Leefmilieu
Norway

BELLONA Norway

Poland

Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency (FEWE)
ClientEarth Poland
Portugal

QUERCUS
ZERO
Spain

ECODES

Sweden

The Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SCNC/SNF)
Switzerland

WWF Switzerland
United Kingdom

Energy Saving Trust (EST)
UK Sustainability Network for Standardisation (UK SNS)
United States of America

Green Science Policy Institute

PAN-EUROPEAN MEMBERS
Bellona Europe (Bellona)
European Environmental Bureau (EEB)
Friends of the Earth Europe (FoEE)
Health Care Without Harm Europe (HCWH-Europe)
Health & Environment Alliance (HEAL)
European umbrella for social enterprises with activities in
reuse, repair and recycling (RREUSE)
European Federation for Transport and
Environment (T&E)
WWF-European Policy Office
Zero Waste Europe (ZWE)
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