
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
11 February 2019  
 
President Juncker 
European Commission  
Rue de la Loi 200 - 1049 Brussels  
 

Subject: Ecodesign measures on televisions and electronic displays 

Dear Mr President,  

We are writing to express ECOS and EEB’s strong support for a recent provision to exclude halogenated 
flame retardants from electronic displays.  
 
In the context of the revision of the Ecodesign measures on televisions and electronic displays, the European 
institutions have rightfully decided that the use of halogenated flame retardants should not be permitted 
in the enclosures and stands of electronic displays. 
 
This provision is a result of thorough consultation with a wide range of stakeholders, particularly industry, 

and was enthusiastically approved by national authorities voting on the Ecodesign measure during a 

regulatory committee vote on 19 December 2018. Indeed, all 24 present Member States voted positively 

for the provision. Questioning this decision will put at risk the Ecodesign measure itself and may even 

endanger the release of a package of measures that has the potential to deliver significant savings to EU 

citizens, businesses and the environment.  

The hazardousness of halogenated flame retardants is such that they have been subject to restrictions and 

bans at EU and international level, through legislation such as REACH, and the Stockholm Convention on 

Persistent Organic Pollutants. They are similarly excluded from products seeking certification within the 

Cradle2Cradle product standard1.  

It is our view that it is possible to ban all halogenated flame retardants from products entering the EU 

market, and to continue evaluating non-halogenated flame retardants for their hazardousness through 

REACH. Due to the years of work excluding halogenated flame retardants, several alternatives have been, 

and continue to be, developed so drop-in alternatives are now established and already available on the 

market. 

We welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you at your convenience. We would like to inform you 

that as similar letter will be circulated to national authorities, Members of the EU Parliament and Ecodesign 

and Energy Labelling stakeholders. 

Yours sincerely, 

Laura Degallaix         Jeremy Wates 

         
Director, ECOS        Secretary General, EEB 

Cc: VP Timmermans, VP Katainen, Commissionner Bienkowska, Commissionner Vella, Commisionner Jourova, 
Commissionner Andriukaitis, Commissionner Cañete  

                                                           
1 Cradle2Cradle is an internationally recognised approach that is a precursor to circular economy efforts, such as those being undertaken by the 
EU. 


