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ECOS’ vision is a clean and healthy environment where people live in respect of the 
planet and its natural resources, preserving them for future generations. 
Our mission is to influence the development of ambitious strategies to reduce and 
control sources of environmental pollution, and to promote resource and energy 
efficiency, environmental health and sustainable development. 
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ECOS is co-funded by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association

2006The CEN Strategic Advisory Body 
on Environment (SABE) adopt a 
Resolution welcoming the creation 
of ECOS, viewing it as a much 
needed European environmental 
co-ordinating structure, which 
would help assist the participation 
of environmental NGOs in the
European standardisation process. 

ECOS is accepted as an Associate Member of the 
European Committee for Standardization (CEN).

Prior to joining a formal cooperation, ECOS is granted its first ‘observer’ role in 
CENELEC Working Group “Environmental Standardization”.

ECOS signs a cooperation agreement with the 
European Committee for Electrotechnical 
Standardization (CENELEC).

The first version of international standard ISO 14001 on 
Environmental Management Systems is adopted, paving 
the way for companies and organisations to uphold their 
environmental responsibilities. 

The need for environmental stakeholder 
representation becomes crystal clear as 
more members across Europe join the ECOS 
network. 

ECOS and the European Environmental Bureau set-up the 
Coolproducts campaign, a network of European and 
national NGOs fighting for ambitious Ecodesign & Energy 
Label legislative measures.

ECOS welcomes the scope extension of the Ecodesign & the 
Energy Labelling Directives to energy-related products, such 
as windows and taps; the result of the coordinated efforts of 
consumer and environmental NGOs. 

The Energy Label celebrates its’ 20th anniversary. 
Fridges are now 60% more energy efficient thanks to 
the EU energy efficiency measures ECOS influences. 

Ecodesign measures & Energy Labels for boilers and 
water heaters are adopted after eight years of 
discussions heavily influenced by ECOS. 
These measures are expected to save 56Mtoe each 
year by 2020, equivalent to the CO2 emissions of 
Belgium.

ECOS is formed on the 8th of May 2001 by the European 
Environmental Bureau, WWF European Policy Office, Birdlife 
International, France Nature Environnement, Danmarks 
Naturfredningsforening, and Bond Beter Leefmilieu. 
To this day, ECOS is the only environmental organisation 
worldwide specialised in standardisation and technical 
product policies.

ECOS begins contributing to the development of 
Ecodesign & Energy Labelling product-specific 
legislations. 

The CEN Environmental Approach is adopted, establishing a 
general framework to promote and ensure a better inclusion 
of environmental aspects in European standards.

The Expert Panel for the review of the European 
Standardisation System (EXPRESS) publishes its final 
report, highlighting the importance of societal 
stakeholder participation in standardisation. 
This is one of the cornerstones for the adoption of 
Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 on European standardisation. 

ECOS contributes to the development of international 
standard ISO 13065 ‘Sustainability Criteria for Bioenergy’, 
promoting better biofuels and discouraging the 
production of bioenergy harming the environment and 
local communities. 

Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 is adopted. 
Transparency and inclusiveness are recognised 
as key principles for the European 
Standardisation System, andfunding is made 
available for the European organisations 
representing consumers, environment, trade 
unions and SMEs; the “Annex III” organisations.  

ECOS is officially recognised 
as the “Annex III” organisation 
representing the environmental 
interests in standardisation through 
the signature of long-term 
Framework Partnership Agreements 
with the European Commission 
and EFTA.

The European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI) approves the 
membership of ECOS.

ECOS has provided technical analysis to over 50 product 
groups helping foster energy savings and consumer 
confidence. 
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CEN and CENELEC begin working with ANEC, ECOS and ETUC to provide European 
societal stakeholder organisations a distinct identity to facilitate their participation 
in standardisation. ETSI takes their first steps towards realising this goal by setting 
up a dedicated working group within its board. 

ECOS signs the Joint Initiative on Standardisation in Amsterdam on 13 June, confirming 
its commitment to work together with other stakeholders to improve the European 
Standardisation System and reinforce societal stakeholders’ participation. 

The first B2B label for professional refrigeration enters into force. ECOS has argued for 
years that the Energy Label can help non-specialists reduce their electricity bills 
by providing transparency. 

ECOS contributes to the development of guidelines on waste management and disposal 
in the manufacturing and processing of nanomaterials. Our ‘Declaration on Waste Con-
taining Nanomaterials’ calling for the control of nanomaterials in waste streams is sup-
ported by over 120 organisations worldwide.  
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ECOS joins the MarketWatch and ComplianTV projects 
alongside 16 civil society partners across Europe to 
test energy-using product verification and compliance. 

ECOS wins the battle opposing the adoption of a fire-resistance clause in safety 
standards that would have led to an increased use of flame retardants in 
televisions. The use of flame retardants poses health risks and makes recycling 
significantly more difficult.


