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 __________________________________________________  
Action :   For information 

 To be discussed during the next meeting  

 For decision at the next SFEM meeting 

 Following the last meeting 

__________________________________________________ 
 

 
Dear members,  
 
During the last SFEM plenary meeting on Thursday 20 March 2014 the final version of the 
SFEM strategy was presented and discussed. The discussion took place at the end of the 
meeting and some of the SFEM members had to leave before the discussion. Therefore we 
would like to invite you to confirm the approval of the SFEM strategy in annex. 
 
Without any comment by Thursday 5 June 2014, the SFEM Strategy will be adopted. 
 
Best regards, 
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CEN-CENELEC Sector Forum Energy Management  
Strategy 2020 

 
 

Background and introduction 
The European Union has set a series of ambitious energy and climate policy objectives 
in relation to the security of supply and diversification of energy sources, energy 
efficiency and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. More specifically, the EU has set 
the targets of cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 20%, improving energy efficiency 
by 20% and raising the share of renewable energy to 20% by 2020.  
In order to meet these targets the EU has adopted different pieces of legislation 
regarding energy management, energy efficiency and renewable energy sources, e.g. 
Directive 2012/27/EU on energy efficiency, Directive 2010/31/EU on energy 
performance of buildings, the Eco-design Directive (2009/125/EC) or the Renewable 
energy Directive (2009/28/EC). 
 
Moreover, the European Union is preparing a set of targets for 2030, with new 
ambitious objectives for Energy Efficiency and Renewables. The 2030 climate and 
energy goals for a competitive, secure and low-carbon EU economy presented last 
January 2014 by the European Commission include:  

• a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 40% below the 1990 level, 
• an EU-wide binding target for renewable energy of at least 27%, 
• renewed ambitions for energy efficiency policies, a new governance system and a 

set of new indicators to ensure a competitive and secure energy system. 
 
Meeting these objectives is a challenge for companies, consumers and public 
authorities. Standardization can contribute to meeting these objectives by promoting 
best practices, helping the introduction of new technologies, and providing authorities 
and private organisations with the tools to implement – and sometimes even going 
beyond – existing legislation, design sound policies and improve energy efficiency. 
 
The CEN-CENELEC Sector Forum Energy Management was created in 2006 as a joint 
CEN and CENELEC advisory and coordinating body on political and strategic matters 
related to energy management, energy efficiency and renewable energy. The Sector 
Forum aims at: 

• developing a common general strategy for the improvement of energy 
management, energy efficiency and renewable energy standardization, 

• enlarging the network of partners in standardization in this area, 
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• investigating, evaluating  and making recommendations in relation to any further 
needs for standardization in relation to energy management, energy efficiency 
and renewable energy, including needs connected to existing or developing 
European legislation 

• coordinating and promoting consistency between on-going European 
standardisation activities concerning energy management and energy efficiency. 

 
This document spells out the CEN-CENELEC Sector Forum Strategy to 2020. This 
strategy takes into account and is in line with the CEN and CENELEC’s ambitions to 
2020. In order to implement the strategy an action plan outlining specific actions to be 
undertaken under each of the strategic objectives defined below will be developed.  
 
Global influence and co-ordination with international standardization activities 
Standardization is an important strategic instrument for the competitiveness of 
European companies at international level. It is therefore important to ensure the 
active participation and substantial European contribution to international 
standardization. 
 
The Sector Forum will strengthen its role as a platform of exchange between the 
different European stakeholders in relation to standardization activities at international 
level. In order to achieve this, the Sector Forum will: 
 

• strengthen its relationship with its counterpart strategic bodies at ISO (SAG-E-
Strategic Advisory Group on energy efficiency and renewable energy) and IEC 
(ACEE-Advisory Committee on energy efficiency), 

• analyse the current and future standardization initiatives at international level in 
order to ensure that European input is provided and considered, 

• develop a common European view on the general strategy to be followed in order 
to enhance Europe’s role in international energy management and efficiency 
standardization and explore how to make further use of the possibilities offered 
by the Dresden and Vienna agreements. 

• foster the active engagement of European experts, including those representing 
the societal needs, in international standardization work, 

• promote greater coherence between the international and European standards 
portfolios in the area of energy management, energy efficiency and renewable 
energy. 

 
 
Interaction with the European regulatory and policy framework 
In addition to the wider benefits for the European economy, European standards and 
standardization have shown to be a very effective tool in order to support European 
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policies and the implementation of European legislation. European Standards support 
the implementation of European legislation in areas such as energy efficiency, energy 
performance of buildings, eco-design of energy-related products, energy labelling and 
renewable energy. 
 
The Sector Forum will become the strategic reference point for European institutions 
and other stakeholders in the area of energy management standardization and will 
promote the further use of European standards in support of European legislation and 
policy objectives in this area. 
 
In order to achieve this, the Sector Forum will enhance its relationship with the 
European institutions in general and, in particular, the relevant European Commission 
Directorate Generals in order to create a true partnership. 
 
Wider recognition and meeting stakeholder needs 
There is a need to raise the visibility of and awareness about energy management,  
energy efficiency and renewable energy standardization among the different 
stakeholders, including the benefits of standards, how they are developed and how to 
get involved in the process. There is also a need to promote and actively support the 
effective participation of all stakeholders, including societal (i.e. environmental) 
stakeholders, in standardization in this area. Raising awareness and creating an 
enabling framework for the participation of all stakeholders will promote the wider use 
of European standards and lead to the active involvement of stakeholders in their 
development, strengthening the role of standardization in this area. 
 
The Sector Forum will proactively promote existing European standards and seek 
feedback from stakeholders in relation to their implementation in order to identify any 
needs for revision and meet evolving market needs. It will steer the organisation of 
standardization in the area of energy management by, for example, creating specific 
stakeholder groups to discuss specific subjects of interest whenever relevant. For 
instance, development of EN ISO 50001 in SME's is a very specific challenge for 
European stakeholders to be discussed. 
 
SFEM will continue anticipating and responding to stakeholders needs: European 
Commission, industry, financial institutions, end users and consumers with standards 
easy to understand, affordable and sustainable. SFEM will enhance its efforts to better 
diffuse and inform about standardization activities, their impact on competitiveness and 
major contribution to the promotion of innovative technologies and systems, through 
communication documents, best practices, seminars and working group activities. 
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The Sector Forum will strengthen its role as the reference point at strategic level 
gathering a cooperative, wide view and network of stakeholders for the exchange of 
best practices in the area of energy management, energy efficiency and renewables. It 
will do this by extending and enhancing its network of experts to all sectors relevant for 
energy management (transport, buildings, energy generation, industry…), especially 
European professional and technical associations. 
 
Promoting our standards and especially EN ISO 50001 (Energy management Systems) 
to SMEs is also a key priority for the next up-coming years. Preparing and supporting 
educational/sensibilization tools will be part of our SFEM strategic portfolio. 
 
SFEM will also enlarge its focus to the area of renewable energy sources, which is part 
of its field of expertise.  
 
The Sector Forum will coordinate energy management standardization efforts, provide 
guidance to relevant technical bodies and ensure consistency in the various 
standardization activities. It will actively liaise with and provide input and advice to 
other relevant existing and future technical and coordination bodies in areas such as 
eco-design, smart cities or smart grids and meters. It will also liaise with other advisory 
and technical bodies of CEN and CENELEC dealing with environmental and sustainability 
matters, such as CEN/SABE and CLC/TC 111X. 
 
Support to innovation 
European standardization is a key tool for knowledge dissemination, validation of novel 
ideas and technologies and the promotion of innovation. In areas where Europe is the 
driving innovation force in developing new goods, services and technologies, European 
standards should be developed in order to assert them as international standards. This 
would give a first-mover advantage and increase the competitiveness of European 
industry. 
 
The Sector Forum will actively seek to further engage with the research community 
general and specific projects, for instance the EC integrated energy roadmap, and 
within the future Horizon 2020 to ensure that European research results are 
incorporated into European standards to support innovation within European industry 
and that any pre-normative research needs for the development of standards are 
considered. In this spirit, starting to analyse opportunities for new standardization work 
following recent developments and newly mature technologies, SFEM will consider the 
following domains where standards could support innovation and contribute to develop 
the sector : 

• marine energy sector as a potential Renewable Energy source, consistent with 
the European Commission communication COM (2014) 8 of January 2014 
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energy on ”Blue Energy. Action needed to deliver on the potential of ocean 
energy in European seas and oceans by 2020 and beyond”. 

• Hydrogen technologies, with challenging roles in energy storage strategies, 
optimized use of intermittent renewable energy production, “green” carburant 
and gas, etc.  

• Continue the work initiated in the recently created SFEM/WG Transport and 
Energy Management with new challenging Energy Management related 
strategies, such as dynamic planning system to lowest energy consumption 
drive and journey, innovative energy storage technologies, multi-hybrid 
energy sources management and supply challenges. 

 
A similar approach will be developed for the smart and sustainable cities and 
communities environment where new concepts with strong energy efficiency/savings 
related impacts will contribute in a significant way in reaching the 2020 targets - i.e. 
urban heat island effect  (cool/green roof and wall approach), energy management 
tools consistent with EN ISO 50001 adapted to cities and communities, etc.   
 
The Sector Forum will also seek to be recognised as an important partner of European 
institutions in order to define roadmaps as the basis for future funding work 
programmes. 
 
Suggested short term actions 
To actively initiate actions with regard to the global SFEM strategy, several new 
working groups should be created to define a strategy with priority topics and further 
analyse needs for standardization development, such as: 

- WG on Renewable Energy 
- Specific WG on blue energy 
- WG on hydrogen 

 
SFEM will review its global list of priority energy related topics with needs for 
standardization and will develop an action plan in order to define specific actions in 
relation to each of the strategic objectives. 


